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life, in the State where 
of this little Booke entre- 
ateth, hath inuited me to 
entitle the ſame vnto 
your Name in particuler, 
which was written for 
the profit of alli in gene- 
rall, who haue a true de- 
fire to imbrace the State 
of vowed Chaſti ty, and 
yet remaine in the world 
among ſecular perſons, 
11 Te ſubiect ſeeme 
"new, or ſtrange to any, 
I doubt not, but hauing 
atten- 
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DEDICATORY. _ 
attentiuely read, & con- 
ſidered the ſeuerall paſſa- 
ges therein, they will re- 
maine abundantly ſatiſ. 
fyed . For it was no part 
of the Authors intention 
(whois knowne to be fa. 
mous, both for learning 
and piety ) thereby to de. 
rogate fro other Stats of 
life; but rather, by ſhew- 
ing the good, & commo- 
dity, which may proceed 
by 1mbracing of this; 


thoſe that be more per- 
3 


fect ; 


5 Fett in themſelues, might 
| heerby, be the more ho- 


noured, and reuerenced 
of all. 


| Netither, indeed, 18 
I there: any thing at al pro. 


Diſcourſe „Which hath 


Primitiue Church; by 
| perfons of both bez & 


admired, and extolled by 


the auncient Fathers X | 


0 choſe dayes: Howſoener 


ae 8 


oſsd in thy nſewing | 


not been practiſed in tbe 


for that cauſe ſo much 


the 


iy 


K Deickro gk. 
the fame may ſeeme not 
io haue beene in ſome la- 
ter ages, ſo much in vie, 
and therefore thought 
now behovfefull to be a- 
gain renewed to our me 
mory, in theſe ty mes ot 
ſo great neceſſity, for the 

ſprnuall good of {oules, 

and incteaſe of Chart 

ty, now halte extingui- 


ſned in the Christian 


world. 


The profit that may, 
| & «oth redound to ſuch 


nba det. 2 a 


tiful harueſt of the 
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Thar Ep ISsTLE 
as deſire to practiſe this 
ſtate of vowed Chaſtity, 
remaining inthe world, 
will neither be ſmall, or 
vncertaine, if the ſame 
be imbraced with that 
ſincerity of hart and ver. 
tuous manner cf life as it 
ought: wherein I know 
your ſelfe to haue made 
good proofe, theſe many 
years, by reaping a =” 
ruits, 
and heaping vp a maſſe 
of Treaſure, againſt the 
com- 


 DxpICaTORY, 
comming of your heaue. 
ly Spoule, to preſent him 
withall, to the vnſpea- 
keable com fort and con- 
ſolation of your ſoules e- 
ternall Happynes. 

To this little Trea- 
tiſe, I haue adioyned the 
WiIDpovvEs GLASSE, 
the which I humbly in- 
treate you, to preſent, in 
my Name, to your two 
moſt worthy Siſters, who 
for the long, conſtant, & 
moſt exemplar * 

o 


TAE EPISTLE 

of that noble, and wor- 
thy ſtate of chaſt Wid- 
dow hood, may ſeeme to 
clay me a iuſt Title ther- 
unto. But I deemed not 
my labour in tranſlating 


it, worthy to be preſen- 


ted to ſo honourable Ma- 
trons, in a Dedicatory a 
part: not doubting but 
the fame wilbe more gra. 
teful, comming through 


your ande atho are 5 


neere a kin vnto them, 


n by Nature & Grace; 


ſceing 


DEDICATORY. 
ſeeing. Virginity , and 
Widdowhood, haue euer 
been accounted Siſters, 
and betroathed to the 
ſame Eternall Spouſe 
Chriſt Ieſus. 
Accept then (Right 
worthy Gentle woman) 
theſe few ſheets of paper, 
by me tranſlated out of 
Latin, as a future earneſt 
of ſom better gift, wher- 
with I intend to preſent 


you ere it be long. And 


in the meane tyme, a- 
mongſt 


THE EPISTLE 
mong the many of your 
pious and deuout exerci- 
ſes, forget him not, who 
will euer remaine 


wa. * 
„ e 
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Of the Hate of life, Which 


fame profeſſe, lining in 
ihe world, and voving 


0 en b 


Ip» We our daves, 4 
mongſt ſecular 
K SA erlõs very ma- 


9 z as welt Widdowes, 
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2 . ' The Treaſure 
V irgins, who aſpyring to 
perfection, haue a deſite (as 
farre as they may conueni- 
ently) to ſequeſter themſel- 
ues from the troubles and 
incombtãces of the world, 
thereby to imploy their 
mindes more freely and le- 
curly in the ſeruice of God. 
For whome notwith- 
Randing , to liue in Mona- 
ſteryes, either it is not ſo 
cõuenient, or els er 
vpon ſufficiẽt reaſons) they 
may be other wiſe reſolued. 
For the wayes & manners 
of ſcruing God are divers, 
& thoſe who cannot aſpire 

> & to 


ro the higheſt & moſt 15 


fect, are not therefore con- 
ſtrayned to content them- 
ſelues with the meaneſt & 
leaſt noble. 50 
Wherfore many there be 
who liuing in the world, 
reieting the vanity of rich 
and coſtly apparell, and ta- 
kinga plaine & ſimple ha- 
bit, conſecrate their Virgi- 
| nity co Almighty God; and 
 8yoyding the conuerſation 
[ of ſecular perſons (as much 
1 as theymay)do imploy th e- 
ſelues wholy in the offices 
} of Charity and Deuotion. 
Yet neverthelcfic , be- 
A2 Cauſe 
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The Treaſure 
cauſe there be not wanting 
ſom, who(l know not out 
of what zeale) carpe at the 
Initicution of ſuch manner 


ol life, I am for this reſpect 


wonne at the intreaty of a 
ſpecial friend, to declare out 


of holy Scripture ,and an- 


cient Fathers, in what de- 
tee ſuch kind ot life in the 
Catholike Church is to be 


eſteemed: for the ſatisfacti- 


on of whom in a matter of 
ſuch importance, and ſo 
much pertayning to the 


goog of ſoules, I haue pur- 


poled to handle it in eight 


little Chapters following, 


W hicre 


conuinced by the Authori- 


oſ Chaſtity. 5 | 
wherc,in the firſt, itis pro- 
ued out of holy Scripture, 


that this kind of life is pi- 
dus and laudable. 


In the ſecond , the ſame 
is proued by Exaples out of 


holy Scripture, and Eccle- 
ſiaſticall hiſtoryes. 


In the third, the ſame is 


tyes of holy Fathers. 

In the fourth; the ſame is 
confirmed by Theologicall 
Arguments. 

In the fifth, the ſame is 
alſo confirmed out of the 
good & commodity which 
enſue of Chaſtity, _ 

a3 The 
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6 The Treaſure | 
The ſixt, conrayneth a 
ſolution ro certainc obiect- 
ions made, concerning the 
merits of Marriage & Cha- 
ſtity. 

The ſeauenth; ſetteth 
downe certaine admoniti- 
ons & aduices, to be exact- 
Iy followed in this cſtare. 
The eight, heweth that 
this manner of life, is truly 


and properly called an E- 
ſtate 6 


s "AF 
* 


of Chaſtity, 7 
CHAP, I. 

FF hertnit is proued out of Scrip - 
ture, that , that kind of life , 
wherin ſome, Men or VV om? , 
liumg in the world, leauing of 
coflly apparrell, & vſing plain 
and modeſt attire, doe vow 
Chaſii ty, 1s laudable and e- 
riteriaus before God. 


H R E be many in 

this age who vſing o- 
uer much the liberty of 
the ir oe ne ludgments, dil- 
allow of this kind of life: 
yet by whatreafons, or v- 
pon whatgrounds they are 
moued ſo to do, beſſ ds thoſe 


A4 which 


8 The Treaſure 
which louinian the ancient 
herctike(& theſe allo of his 
coate euen in theſe tymes) 
hath allcadged, I cannot i- 
maginc. Neither do think 
they haue any other, vnles 
perhaps they conſider the 
difficulties which this mã- 
ner of life is ſubiect vuto, & 
are terrifyed with more 
dangers of living chaſt in 
this, then in the tate of re- 
ligion , For which cauſe 
they may thinke it more ſe- 
cure to yow Chaſtity in the 
one, then in the other. But 
neuerthele ſſe ĩt is to be held 
1 poĩnt of faith, that this 

State 


of Chaſtity. 
State is not only la ful, but 
alſo commendable, ind of 
great merit before Almigh- 
ty God; and the ſame pra- 
ctiſed not only of men, and 
women, but alſo of youth 
it lelfe. 

This is euĩdently con- 
uinced ont of holy Scrip- 
tur, wher our Lord himſelf 
(Matth. 9.) doth openly cõ- 
mend this Inſtitution. For 
firſt when the Apoſtls hea «+ 
ring the ſpeaches of our 
Bleſſed Sauiour cõcerning 
Marriage, anſweted, Si ita 
eſt &c. If ſuch be the condi- 
tion of man, linked vnto a 
| __ wife 


10 The Treaſure 
wife (to wit, that it is Jawe 
full to haue but one, neither 
to be loſepa rated from that 
one, that whiles ſhe lives he 
may take another) it is bet - 
ter not to marry, & incurre 
luch a ſeruĩtude. To whom 
our Lord replyed , appro- 


uing that which they had 


layd: Now omnes p32" Cc. 
al e not this ſpeach 
but only ſuch to whome it 
is giuen: for there be thoſe 
wizo haue made themſelues 
Eunuches for the kingdom 
of heauen &c. He who can 
vnderſtand this, let him 
vnderſtand it. 


Heere 


Hrere our Lord ſpake 
of lingle lite in generall, 
commending the lame alſo 
in thoſe who live in the 


world; firſt, when appro- 


uing the anſwere of his 
aforeſayd Apoſtles (who 
then thought not of liuing 
in Monaſteryes, or being 


Religious) he ſayd: Non om- 


nes capiunt c. All apprehend 
not this word; as though 
he ſhould haue ſayd, you 
righely infer, that it is not 
conucnient to marry, but 
few there be who vnder- 
ſtand a thing of ſo great, & 
high a Myſtery. 

. Second- 
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12 The Treaſure 

Secondly, when diſtin- 
guiſhing three ſorts of Eu- 
nuches, he ſheweth, that 
thoſe do greatly pleaſe him, 
who haue made themſelues 
Eunuches, that is to ſay, 
who haue exempted them- 


ſelues from Marriage, for 


the K ingdome of heauen: 
To wit, that be ing thereby 
made more free, from the 
burthen of ſuch a clogge, 


they may runne- the faſter 


vnto if, and enioy it more 

ſafely and aboundantly. 
Thirdly when he ſaith, 
He that can vnderſtad this 
myſtery, let him vnderſtãd 
it 


of Chaſtity. 13 
it: as if he ſhould haue ſaid, 
cõſtra ine no man, but ex- 
hort al, for it is a great bene · 
it to abſtaine from mariage 
for the kingdome of Cod. 
Therefore he who hath ſo 
great a courage, that he ho- 
pet h he ſhalbe able to apre- 
hend & imbrace ſo great a 
good, let him not neglect it. 
Wherefore ſince our 
Lord d id not only cõmend 
this ſtate in generall, but 
alſo in particuleraccording 
towhich theapoſtlesynder. 
ſtood him, & which might 
haue been practized at that 
tyme; it followeth manife- 
B itly 


14 The Treaſure 
ſtly, that the ſame is com- 
mendable, and moſt accep- 
table vnto God, being pra- 
ctiſed alſo by thoſe that liue 
in the world. 

Nedeither can it be ſaid, 
that our Lord ſpake not of 
the vow of Chaſtity, but 
onely of the ſimple purpoſe 
and vſc therof : for to be 
made an Eunuch, is not one 
ly to abltaine from Ma- 
riage, but allo to bercauc 
ones ſelfe of al ability ther- 
of, and of all other carnall 
pleaſure z hich is done in 
effect allo, by the vow of 
Chaſtity. For euen as the 
corporall 


[ 
| 
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of Chaſtity. 15 
cot porall making one an 
Eunuch, cuts off all ſuſhei- 
ency ot carnall act, or de- 
light: So like wiſe the ſpi- 
rituall making one an Eu- 
nuch, hich is effected by 
the vow of chaſtity, diſina- 
bles al morall faculty fo far - 
re, that we may not vſeany 
ſuch delight lawfully, ma- 
king it morally impoſlible 
(as it is incompatible with 
Iuſtice)to doit. For what 
we cannot lawfully do, 
may be abſolutely (aid, that 
we cannot do, and is ſaid to 
be (ĩuſtly) impoſſible. 

From wheacc it is, that 
: holy 


16 The Treaſure 
boly Fathers vſually out of 
this place of Scripture pro- 
ue the yow of Chaſtity, be- 
cauſe a ſpirituall making 
one an Eunucb, cannot be 
other wiſe effected, then by 
vow. Sce S. Auguſtine in his 
booke of holy Virginity , 
cap. 30. S. Hierom in his book 
againſt Ioninian, and vpon 
this place of 8. Matthew 
cap. 19 · The ſame is clcerly 
proued out of the Apoſtle x, 
Corinth. 7. where he greatly 
prayleth ſinglenes of life, 
proft ſſed men manners g 
of eſtate, and obſerued alſo | 


how les 


in the world, and in priuat 6 


1 


- 


„ Chaſtity, 17 
howſes, for as then Mona- 


ſteryes were not yet begun. 
Dico innuptis &. I ſpeak both © 


to the vnmaried, & to Wid- 


dowes, that it is good for 


thẽ to remain in that eſtate, 
as h ue alſo dene. And a- 
gaine: I wouldbaue al be as I m 
ſelſe, that is, I deſire that all 
ſhould be continẽt, as it wil 
appcate out of that which 
follows. De irginibus &c. As 
for thoſe that arc virgins, [ 
haue no expreſſe commiſſi- 


on to them from our Lord, 


but I give them Counſell 


(to wit,thatthey remain in 


their Virginity) as hauing 


Bz obtayned 
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18 The- Treaſure 
obtey ned merey of Almi- 
ghty God, to be faithfull, 
& c. And; againe, Si nupſerit 
virgo c: If av irgin Matty, 
the linneth not; but ſuch 
notwithſtanding ſhal haue 
the tribulation of the fle ſh, 
that is to ſay, many troubls 
cares, and afflictions &c. A- 
aine: Igitur qui S. Ther- 
fore he which giuctha vir- 
gin in marĩ e, doth well, 
= he which doth it not, 
doth better. Allo, Beatior 155 | 
Cc. the ſhalbe more * 
if the remaine ſo ſill (to 
wit vnmarried) according 
vnto my aduĩce, for I think 
that 
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of Chaſtity. 19 
that euen I my lelfe, haue 
the ſpirit of God. In al theſe 


places the Apoſtle comends 


the love of Chaſtity, and 


 Virginity,cve inthe world 
and in priuate howles, as ĩt 
was oblerued at that ryme, 

For in Ancicnttymes , 
when the faithfull were 
moſt deuout, many follow- 


ed the aduice of our Saui- 


our, in ſuch manner, as they 
bad then oportunity to do 
it, as is manifeſt out of the 
Acts of the Apoſtles; where 
many hauing ſould their 
goods & beſtowed the mo- 


1.ty in common, imbtaced 
B 4 pouerty 
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20 The Treaſure 
pouerty. It is very probable 
therforcythat there were a 
greater nũber oft hoſe who 
imbraced Chaſtity , then 
others, both becaule that 
vertue was more noble and 
profitable, and alſo becauſe 
there might be many poore 
folks which had not goods 
and poſſeſſions to ſell, or if 
they had, yet perhaps could 
not ſell them; all which 
notwithſtanding might 
profeſſe Chaſtity. 
Neither is it to be doub- 
ted, but that many obliged 
themſelues by vo there- 
unto, ſince they imbraced ie 
out 


of Chaſtity. 21 
out of a deſite ot perfection 
and zcale to pleale Almi- 


petfect a great deale to keep 
it with an entire reſolutiõ, 
then only with an vncer- 
taineand mutable purpoſe. 

Finally alſo, becauſe they 
imbraced it out of the mo- 
tiue of our Sauiours owne 
aduiſe and commendation 


Sauiour cõmended wasthe 
voluntary makirg of them- 
ſelues Eunuches, which 1s 


eſſected by vow, as hath bin 


ſaid before. The ſame is col- 
lected alſo out of the A- 


poſtle 


ghty God. And it is more 


therof; and that which our 
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22 The Treaſure 
poſtle 1. Tim. 5. 4doleſcentiores 
yiduas fr. Take noue of the 
younger ſort of widowes, 
&c. which is meant that 
they ſbould not be admitted 
into the function or mini- 
ſtery of diaconiſſes, or into the 
number of thc Alumna or Pn. 
pills of the Church. Cùm enim 
Cc. for that, ſaith S. Paul, af. 
ter they haue liucd licenti- 
ouſly in Chriſt , at laſt alſo 
they will not ſticke to mar- 
ry, fruſtrating their former 
Faith: that is, they will 
breake the yow of Chaſtity 
which they had made be- 
fore; for pre word Faytb, is 
taken 


| of Chats 23 
taken in this place for Pro- 
miſe, or bree eee dew by 
promiſe: as 

give ones Fanb, is to giue 
ones promiſe, to keepe ſayth, 
is to keepe promiſe, to ſra- 


firate ſayth giuen before , is 


to breake promiſe, and a 
promiſe made to God, isa 
VOW +. 
From hence ĩt is manĩ- 
feſt, that it was a cuſtom in 
the primitiue Church, for 
Widdowes alſo to yow 
Chaſtity, ſo that without a 
mortall {in , & being guil- 
ty of damnation, they could 
not marry againe : belides 


or example, to 


that 


*SNTSS297 
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24 The Treaſure 
that, euery act of Concu- 
piſcence, yea and the very 
marriage it ſelf was iniury 
_ againſt Chriſt ;forſo much 
is ſigniſied in thele words, 
Aſter they haue lived licentiouſiy 
in Chriſt, that is to ſay, after 
they ha ue liued laſciuiouſſy 
an1 luxuriouſly , wron- 
ing our Saviour Chriſt, 
to whome they had bound 
themſelues by vow , and 
were become elpowſed to 
bim, at length alſo they 
will not ſticke to marry. 
After this manner the Cou- 
cell of Carthage the 104. Ca- 
non, and S. Chryſoſlome vpon 
this 


r 


of Chaftity..: 
this place, and S. Hierome in 
his epiſtle to Herontia de Mo- 
nog amis, and others, do ex- 
pound it. 


This place 1sto be no- 


ted & pondered of all ſuch 
as bane made yow to Al- 
mighty God of perpetua'l 
Chaſtity, for that without 


being guilty ofcternall da- 


nation , they can neither 
marry (eſpecially with an 
intention to conſummate) 
nor other wiſe enioy carnal 
delight, which alſo i:the 


opinion of all the Fathers, 


who interprete this place 
to be of promiſe made vnto 
God 


25 
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26 The Treaſure 
God by the yow of Chaſti- 
bp, 2b, 


Finally whereſocuer ho- 
ly Scr ipture commendeth 
Virginity,itſpeaketh! in ge- 
nerallz neither is it to be re- 
ſtrained vnto thoſe alone 5 
who live in Monaſteryes, 


And all rewatlds and priui- 
ledges of Virginity there 
rehearſed, belong vnto all 
holy Virgins, as in the 3. 
hay. of the Booke of VV iſe- 
dome: Felix eft ſterilu cc. hap- 
py is the that is barren and 
vndefiled , which neuer 
knew any impure bed, the 
ſhall haue fruite in the be- 

houl= 


of Chaſtity 27 
houlding of ſoules that are 
bleſſed & c. Apoc. 14. It is 
granted only vnto Virgins 
( ſequt-4gnam quocumg, tertt to 
ollow the Lambe where- 
ſoeuer he goeth, and to ſing 


that new H ymue in ſay 56. 


To Eunuches which kcep 
Gods diuine Commande- 
ments, is promiſed an e- 
werlaſting name, and a high 
place, and a degree in the 

Citty of Almighty God. 
Some will obiect that, 
that place of the Apoſtle t. 
Tim. 5. laying :Volo iuniores 
nubere &c. I would haue the 
younger lort to marry, to 
C2 bring 
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23 The Treaſure 
bring forth Chileren and 
keep houſe &c.makes cle are 
aga inſt that hich we haue 
layd. To this I anſwere, 
that it is not to be yndcre 
ſtood of all Widdowes that 
are young, but only of thoſe 
which cannot liue conti- 
nent, and are not other wile 
obliged by any vow :forie 
is b:cter that ſuch ſhould 
merry, then live inconti- 
nent, and ꝑiue ſcandall to 
the vnfaythtull, as the A- 
poſtle inſinuateth in the 
ſame place. 
Alſo the holy Father 8. 
Chryſoftome in his 15. Homtly 
vpon 


of Chaſlity. 29 
ypon the x. to Timothy, a ffir- 
meth, that the Apoſtle ſpea- 
keth there of ſuch widows, 
who being freed from the 
yoake and gouernementof 
their husbands, live diſſo- 
lutly, become idle, pratlers, 
wanton, curious, running 
vp and down to their nei- 
ghbours houſes, & the like. 
Andit is manifcit out of the 
text ĩt ſelte that the Apoſtle 
ſpeaketh of ſuch, when be 
layth:Folo &c. I would haue 
the younger ſort to marry. 
S. Ambroſe alſo in his booke 
of VPiddowesexplicateth S. 


Paul. Pro remedio ſuaſit nuptias 


C3 Cc. 
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30 The Treaſure 
Cc. he periwaded Marriage 
as a remedy , but not pre- 
ſcribed it as a choice. 8. 
Hierome in his 8. Epiſtle to 
Saluin s, asking: Car nuptias 
Paulus indulſerit &c. Why did 
S. Paul tauour Marriage? 
Preſently he addeth: Iam 
quedam &c. Some haue al- 
xcady declined after Satba: 
whereby we may vnder- 
ſtand, ſayth S. Azerome, that 
the ſpeaches rather ſignify 
a helping hand to belentto 
thoſe that are fallen, then 
the reward of acrowneto 
thoſe which ſtand firme: 
Sce then (ſayth he) what 

thele 


of Chaſtity. . 37 
theſe ſecond Marriages be, 

which are yet to be pre fer- 
red before the condition of 
a Brothell- bhouſe: for ſome 


hace declined after Sathan; 


thereforea young Widdow 
which cannot, or will not 
containe her ſclfe „let her 
rather take a husband then 


the diuel. So S. Hierome Out 


of which it appeares that it 
is not convenient for all 
young Widdowes to mar- 
ry, bue onely ſuch who 
ate ſubiect to the vices a+ 
boue named, to wit, in 
whome there is manifeſt 
danger of Incontinency, ot 
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22 he Treaſure 
which cannot live chaſt, 
or will not vſe meanes to 
doit. , 

The ſame is proued by.examples 
out of bely Scripture , and the 
cuſtome of the Church , moſt 
frequently practiſed ſrom the 


firſt beginning of Religion, euen 
vnto theſe dayes. 


IAsr of all, doth here 
preſent her ſelfe out 
bleſſed Lady, as guide and 
Author of this luſtitution, 
ho liuing in the world at 
her owne command , and 
fice from being bie to 
any 


Ich. 33 
any other, reſcruing allo 
her proper goods, vowed 
vnto God perpetuall virgi- 
nity, & this either before, 


er immediatly after her 


Marriage. 

And ttuly, if before her 
marriage(as it is moſt likely 
the did, and S. Auguſtin in) his 
Book of holy virginity cap. 
4. dath thinke moſt pro- 
bable) then the contracted 
not marriage afterwards of 
her owne accord , but ra- 
ther moued thereunto by 
divine Reuelatiõ, by which 
alſo the was allired that 
there ſhould be no danger 

to 
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34 The Treaſare 
to looſe her virginity, and 
that her huſbãd alſo ſhould. 
binde himſelfe by che like 
yow of Chaſtity; wherfore 
ſhe neuer conſented neither 
expreſly,nor in effectto an 
matrimoniall Act. For al- 
beit that in the contract of 
Marriage, there is power 
giuen to the husband ouer 
his wives body, yet by this 
reaclation the was aſſured 
that it ſhould in her neuer 
actually take effect. And as 
ſhe for her part had choſen 
to preuent it, ſo likewiſe 
herhusband ſhould pxelẽt- 
ly do the like * | 
But 


of Chaſtity. 2 
But it ſhe made her vo v 
after Marriage, it is to be 
ſayd that ſhe contracted 
Marriage, not with an ab» 
lolute conſent to conſumat 
the ſame, but in ſuch man- 
ner as ſhe referred her ſelfe 
wholy to the prouidence 
of Almighty God, telying 
altogeather vpon his diuin 
will and pleaſure. Morco- 
verit is moſt manifeſiy pro. 
bable that out Bleſſed La- 
dy had vowed Chaſtitv, 
out of theſe wordes of S. 
Luke : Qomodo fied iſtui & c. 
How ſhal thiscom to paſſe, 
ſince I know not mant that 
5 is 
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36 The Treaſure 
is to lay, how ſhall I con · 
ce iue a Soune, that cannot 
know Man , becauſe I am 
boud by my vow of Virgi- 
nity?for lo the holy Fathers 
Athanaſius, ſerm . de ſanciſſ ma 
D eipara, Gregory Niſſen i in his 
Otation on the birth of our 
Sauiour, S. Auguſi:ne in his 
booke of holy Virginiiy cap. 
4. S. Bernard in his fourth 
ſermon ſuper miſſu eſt & c. do 
teach; and realon it ſelfe 
doth likewiſe manifeſtly 
conuince . For otherwiſe 
her obiect ion to the Angell 
had beene to no purpoſe, 
ſince it might haue bee ne 
anlwe⸗ 


thou ſhalt know wan, and 
conceaue , Therefore her 
obie tion, 1 know not man, 16 
the ſame, that I cannot know 
man: cuco as he whohath 
vowed to abſtaine from 
-flcſhor wine being invited 
layth: 7 I drinke * 
not wine, 1 frequent nat ban- 
duet Cc. 


Aninumereble HEY 


tude of Virgins preſently 
followed ae exawple of 
our B. Lady, in ſo much 
that onc howlc, to 
Philip the deacõ, had 4-daugh- 


ters * 


of Chattity* 37 
anſwered vnto her, Now 
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33 The Treaſure 


it is manifeſt out of theas 


of the Apoliles Chap. 21. 
who alſo were indued with 
the ſpirit of Prophecy, as it 
is there ſaid: which as 8. 


Hierome witneſſeth in his 
Epiſtle to Demetriades, was 


granted them as a reward 


of their Virginity. 


4 
s 


* 
. 


S. fetronilla daughte 


S. Philip the Apoſtle be- 
fore his Apoſileſhip, brou- 
ght vp three daughters alſo, 
Wherof two remayned vir- 
gins till they were very old 
as Policrates in S. Hierome re- 
porteth De Scrip. Eccleſiaſt. in 
Polycrate.. 


r S. Peter 
yowed 


ede virginity, 1580 for 


feate of looſing it, obteyned 
ſoden death from Almighr 


ty God. 

8. Techs at the perſwa⸗ 
ſion of S. Paul, imbraced the 
ſame , as 8. Ambroſe Wit- 
neſſeth in his ſccond booke 
of TREE t 
S. Iphigeni⸗ daughter to 

the K ing ot Ethiopia, by the 
counſell of S. Matthes, as 
Abdias writeth in her life. 
Flauta Domitilla daugh- 
ter to clemens the Conſull, 
& S. Peters hoſt at Rome, at 
the perſwaſion or S. Clemẽt, 
58. Bede witneſſeth in bis 
| D 2 Mar- 
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40 The Treaſure 
Martyrologe the 7. of May, 
or as it is ſer downe in his 
life, at the perſwaſion of 
Nereus and Achilleus. 

S. Valeria at the perſwaſiõ 
of S. Martialu, as appeareth 
out of his Epiſtle ad Thelo- 
ſanos, Chap. 8. 
| S. Pudentiana & her ſiſter 

Praxedes , by the Counſell 
ot the Apollles, or Apoſto- 
licall men. | 
Finally s. Anatolia, Apollo- 
nia, Ballina. Barbara, Pelagia, 
Catherina ; Cacilia » Agatha 5 
Agnes, Lucia, Bafilla, Chreſima, 
Dorothea, Emerentiane, Priſca , 
Evpbemia, b aturnina, Suſanne , 
Vico - 


105 AARP we note ip ee nns oo. 


; of Chaſtity. 47 
Vicboria, Theodora, and innu- 
merable others contynued 


virgins, in the world, euen 


to their death, and honous 


red the irvirginity with the 


crowne of Martyrdome. 
Mareouer it is manifeſt 


out of S. Cyprian, S. ambroſe & 


S. Hierome with, other holy 


Fathers, that there Were in 


thoſe ages infinite who cõ- 
ſecrated their virginity to 
Almighty God , although 
they entred not into Mo- 
naſteries, but dwelt either 
in their Parents howſes, or 
in their owne, retayning 


the vie: of their proper 
Dz goods 
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42 The meer 
goods or els liued many 
togethet in comon. * 
The ſamcappeareth alſo 
out of the teſtimony of Fau- 
tus Manic haas in S. Auguſtine , 
in hi: 30. boke againſt Fau- 
ſtus the 4. Chap. where Fau- 
ſtus — obiecteth. Nec yidetts 
hinc Cc. Neither do you ſee 
hcere, both your virgins to 
be noted of being dece aued 
by the doctrine of the Di- 
uell, and your ſelues to be- 
come his Prelats, who con- 
ten tiouſly alwayes incite 
them to this profeſſion, by 
| Ya perſwaſtons,thatthere 
almoſt now in your 
Chur- 


of Chaſtny 43 


Churches a greater numbet 


ot Virgins, then of marry- 
ed womens. | 

By which ſpeach two 
things ate to be noted, thot 
Biſhops & Prelates, euery 
where through the whole 
world, did earneſtly incite 
thoſe that were vnder the ir 
charge to the profeſſion of 
Virginity; and that the nũ- 
ber of thoſe who did pu- 
blikely profelle Virginity, 
Was aspreat as, thoſe that 
were marryed. Sce S. Am- 
broſe in his 30. booke of Vir. 


pins, where he ſheweth the 


ſame moſt euidently. 
D 4 Amongſt 
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44 The Treaſme 
Among thelcalſo ma- 
ny were very eminent and 
wealthy, as the daughters 
of Scnatours , and Prin- 
ces,and many of them had 
wayting women to follow 
them when they went a» 
broad, as it appeares out of 


S. Hierome in his 8. Epiſtle 


to Demetriades, where he al- 
ſo warneth ſuch Miſtreſſes, 
that, as they themſelues go 
modeſtly in their apparel), 


ſo they ſhould cauſe their | 


women of attendãce alſo to 
auoyd vanity in their atty- 
res, & ſee that their habits 
were modeſt and grave. 

| 727 l Ca 
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of Chaſtity. as 


Beſides many Fathers 
haue written of the attyre, 


and diſcipline of Virgins, 


as Tertallian, S. Cyprian, S. Iw- 


broſe , N. Hierome, in diuers 
places of their workes. All 
which they directed ſpe- 


Cially ynto ſuch, as liuing 
out of Monaſteryes at their 


ownegoucrament, imbra- 
ced Yirginity. And the ſaid 
holy Fathers do warne the 
that they ſhould not be ſcen 
in publique without veils, 
and ciuilly accompanyed ; 


that they ſhonld not vſe ſe- 


cular ornaments; that they 


ſhould abſtaine from pai Nee. 


ting 
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4.6 The Treaſure 
ting, and vanity in-theit 
cloathcs; that they ſhould 
auoyde ynprofitable mee- 
tings, marryages and bane 
quets; that they ſhould giue 
theiralmes with a pure in- 
ecationtetherelicfe of or- 
phans, and ſuch as were in 
diſtreſſe. All which things 
it is manifeſt do belong to 
ſuch as are at thcir owne 
diſpoſing, and retainc their 
proper ſubſtance. x5 

Neither haue we on- 
ly examples of Chaſtity in 
ſingle or vnmartyed folkes, 


but alſo euen in thoſe thẽ - 


ſelueg which are marrye d. 
which 


-o chelips 


w hich to auoyd e e 
1 omit . See Marulu in bis 4. 


in the 4. chap . Ignat. in bis 6. 
Booke . Out of which it ap- 
peares cuidently , that this 
inſticution of imbracing & 
profeſſing Chaſtity, in the 
world , hath beene moſt 
frequent and vſuall, euer 
ſince the beginning of the 


Church, and therefore ve- 


ry commendable and meri- 
torious 0 


CuaP 


booke the y. and 8. chap. Fulgeſus 
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48 The Treaſure 
CHAP, III. 


The ſame i witneſſed by the te- 
flimonyes of holy Fathers. 


ERvaAalLOVSs are 
the commendations 
which holy Fathers giue 
to this ſtate of life, which 
are no leſſe referred to ſuch 
as obſerue it in the world, 
then to thoſe which pro- 
feſſe it in Monaſtcryes!S . 
Ignatius in his epiſtlead Thar- 
ſenſes calleth Virgins(ſo vow-. 
cd vnto God) the Prieſts of 
Chriſt, becauſe they offer 
their bodyes to God as a ſa- 
er ĩfice; Eas qua in virginitate 

| re degunt 
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degunt &6. Account, ſaith he, 


thoſe who liue in the ſtate 
of Virginity, as Prieſts of 
Chrie _ 14 | 
S. Athanaſiiu in his little 
worke of virginity, about 
the end, ſayth: Magna virtue 
continentia & c. Continency 


is a great yertue; purity is a 


thing worthy to be boaſted 


of, great ate the prayles 


of Virgins. O Virginity, 
treaſure inconſumable, gar- 
land neuer to be withered, 


temple of Almighty God, 
houſe of the holy Ghoſt, 


Margarite moſt pretious, 


7 hel 
ouercõmer ot death & bell, 
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Fo Thi Treaſurt 
life of Angels, crowne of 
Saints &c. S. Cyprian in his 
booke of the habit and diſci- 
ee Virgins © Nunc nobis al 


tromes ſermo eſt c. Now 


ſpeake we dt Virgins, ſayth 


Le, of ubem by how much 
their glory is the more emi- 
nent, by ſo much their care 


js the greater. This is the 


flower of cecleſiaſtical bud, 
the ornament and grace of 
ſpirituall grace it ſeſte, the 
hopeful to wardnes of prai- 
ſe and honour, a worke en- 
tire and vncorrupted, the i- 
mage of Cod cortelpondet 
to the ſan&timony of our 

Lord 


- 


"of Chi 


part of Chriſt his flock & e. 
And afterwards: Si pr emrum 
pollic#tationis &. It tou ex- 


little: Immortality ſhallbe 


giuen to him, that perſe- 


nereth; perpetuall lie is 
propoſcd a reward ; our 


Lord promiſeth a' king- | 


dom*:prelcrue yet Virgins, 
preſerue that which you 


haue begun co be, preſetue 


that which yec ſhall be, for 
great is the reward proui- 
ded for you &. 
That which wee 'muſt 
an 


Lord, rne more beautifull 


pet the reward ofpromiſe, 
thou wilt count tby labour 


be 
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52 The Treaſures 
be heexeafter, you haue be- 
gun to be already; yec pole 
ſeſſe in preſent the glory of 
the Reſurrection in the age 
to come; yce paſſe through 
the tymes without taking 
infectiõ from them as lon 
' as yee perſcuere in Chaſtity 
and Virginity ; yee are e- 
quall euen to the Angells of 
God, ſolide and vntouchtz 
Virginity only endutes, o- 
nely laſteth for euer. 
The firſt Precept (S. Cy» 
' pi2goeth ſtill on) of Almi- 
ght God, commaunded to 
inereaſe and generate; the 
ſecond perſwaded Conty- 
; nency 


of Chaſtity . z 
was rude & ynpeopled, by 
our fertility , by generati= 
on we were multiplyed, & 
grewe to the increaſe of 
mankind: but now when 
the world is peopled and 
filled, thoſe who are capa: 
ble of Chaſtity. are made 
Eunuches ſpiritually, after 
the manner of things that 
are made vſeleſſe to the Sex, 
for the kingdome of God. 
Hitherto S. Cyprian. 


53 
nency . Whilſt the wor 


8 Bafill in his booke of 


true Virginity ſaitb: Virgi- 
nity is certainly a great and 
excellent thing. which ma- 
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54 The mene 
keth a man incotruptible 
like vnto God bimſelle; but 
it patſcth not from our bo- 
dyes iato our ſoules; yet 
being the propriety of an 
incorporcall nature, keeps 
alſo our bodycs incorrupe 
with a pretious integrity 
&c. Virgins haue before 
hand indewed themſelues 
with that which by devine 
vertue,muſt be perfeRed in 
vs at the Reſurtection; fot 
living heere like vnto An- 
gells, they neither marry, 
nor are marryed, but are 
both in vertue of minde, & 
pen of body, equall 
vnto 


of Chaſtity. 37 
vnto Ange lls. Ihe ſame Fa- 
ther 'cxplicating alſo the 


words of the Prophet Eſay | 


56. of Eunuches, he wry- 
teth in this manner. Fro 
bumano nomine tc. Inſteed of 
a humane name; ſayth our 
Lord, I will giue them « 
name of Angells which are 
immortall, that they may 
haue heauen and the faireft 


part thetof to remaine in, 


and that dwelling in the 


moſt beautiful ſeate of hea» 


uen, that is to ſay, in my 
houſe, within the incloſurs 
thereof, they may reccaue 
not only the nature of the 
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3 — honour ef 
perpetua ll ſucceſſion, being 
ſufficient of themſelues to 
continue an eternall ſucceſ- 
ſion of their kind, in them. 
ſelues, for life euerlaſting; : 
but alſo that they may haue 
a principall place amongſt 
Angells', and a name inde- 
leble, which for the great 
ſp lendour in their beauty 
ual neuer decay & c. 

S. Greg Naxianzen in 
bis Ver ſes in the prayſe of 
Virgin ity ſingeth thus: Sal- 
de Pirginitas Cc. 

Haile Chafity the guſt of 
_ Heauen, 


ee 


of C 
Parent of a pareliſe, by whom 
are giuen 5 
Our greateſt goods, part euen 
of Chriſt, and one 
Thats to cele tial ſpirits com- 
panion : 
Nor euer knew of ynchaft bed 
ibe touch, 
For God bimſelſe and bj ſaire 
Quire are ſucb. 

S. lohn Chryſoſlome in his 
booke of Virginity the cap. 
2· ſayth: Virginit) 10 much 
- excells marriage, by how 
much heauen doth carth, 
and Angells mortall men. 
And againe in the 12. chap. 


Humanity ſince it is infe- 


riour 
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58 Tho Treaſure 

riour to tholc happy ſpirits 
the Angells, as farre as it is 
able, ſtriueth ro attaine vu - 
to their perfection. And 
how ? Angells marry not, 
nor take to them wiues, no 
more doth a Virgin. Angels 
wayting al way es about the 
throne of Almighty God, 
do ſcrne him: lo doth a 
Virgin. Wherefore 8. Paul 
calls them away from all 
cares; that they may con- 
tinually imploy themſclues 
in the ſcruicc of God, with- 
out having wherewithall 
to be diſtracted. Againe, 
chap. 27. Date an) one after 


all 


., "of Chaſtity, 59. 
all this compare marriage 
with virginity,or but once 
briog the one in preſence 
of the other? S. Paul ſuffe- 
reth not this, who interpo · 
ſctha great diſtance betw - 
eene thele two; where he 
ſayth: the one thinketh on 
matters belonging vnto 
God, the other on matters 

belonging to the world. 
S. Ambroſe in his firſt booke 
ofvirgins ſa ith, Necimmerits 
©c.deſernely hath virgini- 
ty deriued from heauen the 
manner of her life ,finceit 
is in heave that her Spouſe 
bath his dwelling place. 
This 
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60 The "Treaſure 
This:clowde paſſing tho- 
rough the Ayre, — & 
Quires of Angell them- 
lelues, hath found out the 
word of God, euen in the 
boſome of God the Father, 
and hath filled its bowells 
thet with. For who is it, 
that hauing found ſo great 
a good, will leave it? For 
thy Name is an oyntment 
powred out, wherfore 
yong virgins, and maides 
haue loucd thee, and taken 
thee vatotbem . Finally, 
that is not my ſaying, Be- 
caule thoſe which neither 
are not wilbe marryed, 2 
0 


cheap. 63 
be as the Angells of God in 
heauen % £hc7 
Let none therfore mer- 
uaile (faith S. Ambroſe tur- 
ther) that they are copartd 
to the Angells of God who 
ate lineked and vnited in 
the God of Angells &c. Let 
vs compare ther fore the cõ- 
tents of marryed women, 
with the loweſt and leaſt 
happines of Virgins- 
Admit (ſaith he ſutthet) 
that ſome great woman 
ſhould boaſt ot her fertility 
& the fruit which ſhe hath 
brought forth: by -how 
many the more Children 
F ſhe 


62 The Treaſine 
ſhe bath beene deliucred of, 
by ſo much thegreaterhauc 
beene the panges c paynes 
which che endured. Let ber 
reckon the ivy which ſhe 
bath of ber children and 
withall the may count li- 
ke iſe the froubles which 
they haue c uſed her. She 
marryeth and weepeth : & 
vhat wiſe vowes ate theſe, 
which ſo ſodenly muſt be 
te pented & c. 1 
gaine. Yow haue heard 
all yee that are mothers, 
in What vertues, in What 
order, and diſcipline; yee 
opght to bring vp your 
N 8 chil- 


- 2 ů ð⅛tbß GS. — 


childrẽ, that you may haue 


He] 6 


ſome of your owe, by 


whoſe.merites your owne 


ſias & offences may be for- 
giuen. A Virgin is one to 
whom God hath giuen her 
to be ſo, and therefore ſhe is 
bis guift, ſhc is the reward 
of her Patents &c. A virgin 
is the oblation of her Mo- 
ther, by whoſe dayly ſacri- 
fice Gods diuine power is 
appeaſed . | | | 
S . Hierome in his firſt 
book againſt Ioninian cap. 1. 
Ideo plus amat c. Therefore 
our Sauiour Chriſt loueth 
Virgins the more; becauſe 
F. a 


of 


64 The Treaſure 
ot their one accord they 
giue him that, which was 
not exacted of them: and 
it is a token of greater grace 
to offer that which is not 
due, then to giue that 
which they arc compelled 
Yntos: 4, | 
And afterward : Gran- 
dis ſidei eſt c. It is a worke 
of great fayth, and much 
yertuc, when the Temple 
of God is moſt pure to offer 
it entierly as s burnt-ſacri- 
fice vnto our Lord, and ac- 
cording to the Apoſile to 


be holy, aſwell in body as 


S. Alte 


of cheſt; p 

. © $.4uguſtine 4 has . 
of holy Virginity cap. 13. 
ſayth: Virginall integrity 
is an Angelicall portion 
and a perpetuall medita- 
tion of incorrupti bility in 
a cotruptible body. Let all 
| fertility of body giue place 
ynto this, and all conti- 
nency of marryed perſons 
ye ild vnto it; for the for- 
mer is not in our owne 


power, the later liueth not 


in eternity. The liberty of 
our will extendeth not 
ynto bodily fruittullneſſe, 
Matrimoaiall Chaſtity is 
not fcund in Heaven, 


z I 
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466 The Treaſure 
They certainely ſhall haue 
ſome reward aboue all o- 

thers in that generall im- 
mortality, who haue alrea- 
dy growne in their fleſh 
fomw hat that ĩs not fleſhly. 
Whereforethey are much 
ouerſeene, who thinke the 
good & commodity of this 
continency not to be neceſ- 
ſary, for the kingdome of 
heauen, but onely for the 
preſent world wherein we 
liue. ; 

Inn which laſt wordes 
he conuinceth Ioainiã & the 
heretiks of our tymes, who 
with him teach, that Vir- 


ginity 
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ginity is only convenient 
to auoyd worldly troubles. 


cimw 4 ſanitis nuptin & c. We 


affir me (wheras thoſe mar- 
ry who eannot liue conti- 
nent) that holy Virginity 
28 farre excelleth holy Ma- 
trimony, as that which is 
better excelleth that which 
1s good, that with is high 


excelleth that Which is 


low, that which is heauen- 
ly excelleth catthly, that 
which is holy, more holy, 


mortall marriage, marriage 


immortal], the fle ſh the ſpi- 
EF 4 rit, 
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63 The Triaſeve 


tit, weakenes ſtrength , the 
fruir of a traſitory iflue the 


fruite of a braunch tuerla- 
ſting, tribulation ſecuricy , 
vnſetlednes of mind tran- 
quillity, a good w hich is 
momentary and ful of ttou- 
bles excelleth that which is 


better, and accompanyed 


with ioy euerlaſting. 
Theſe & many other 
thinges, holy Fatbershave 


of virginity , by which the 
excelleney & worth therof 
may be becter knowen and 
eſteemed, no one vertue or 
eſtate of life being comme- 
Free ded 


written inthe cõmendatiõd 


% 
F 


* 


ded with fo great alen, 
& conlent of holy Fathers, 


Heereupon, eſpecially 
in former ages, an infinite 
multitude have imbraced 
it, in ſo much that S. Ambroſe 
in his 3. booke of Virgins 
afſirmeth, That in the Ea- 
ſterne & Africa Churches, 
there were more vitgins 
conſecrated to Almighty 
God, then wee haue men 
borne in our parts heere, 
And yet notwithſtanding 
mãk ind is not therby dimi- 
niſhed, but increaſed . If 
any one (quoth he) imagi- 

5 neth 
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20 The Treaſure 
ncth that the number of 
mankind is diminiſhed by 


the multitude of Virgins, - 


let him conſſder, that bere 
there are tew virgins there 
ate alſo the fewet perſons, 
and where the number of 
them is more frequent who 
are louets and imbtacers of 


Virginity, there allo the 


number of men is more 
great. Conſider how many 
Alexandria, & al the Eaſterne 

parts, with the Churches 
alſo of Aﬀeica, was wont 
euery yeare to conſecrate: 
fe wer men arc heere begot- 
ten then there vitgins con- 


leera- 
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.of chaſtiy. 71 
fecrated;the realon wherof 
is, that God will not be o- 
uercome with liberality : 
but if the Patents offer him 
a Child or two, he renders 
them cight or ten, graun- 
tingtruitefullacs,: and for- 
tunate Childe-bearing, to 
ſuch as are mothers , and 
filling theic howſes with 
his bleſſing. Therfore euen 
as faithful} paying of Ty- 
thes, & liberality cowards 
the poore , bringeth not 
pouerty, ſince God by his 
prouidenceproſpercth and 
increaſeth our ſubltance, & 
maketh our ficlds the more 

_* fruite» 
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72 The Treaſure | 
fruitfull;as $. Hierome tea- 

cheth Serm. 219. de tempore; 
lo the loue and affection 10 
virginity hindreth not the 
world , nor waſteth the 
number of ſecular Perſons, 
but obteyneth it a longer 
benedict ion „ 


C HAP. III, 
The ſame is proued alſo, by | 
reaſon. 

H x errour of Jouinian 
was |, that Virginity 
did not excell Marriage, 
which he meant by virgi- 
nity, taken abſolutely and 
generally, whether it were 
pro- 


of chaſtity: 258 
profe ſied by perſons living 


in the World or in Religio. 


He therefore who, contel- 
ſeth that virginity profeſſed 
in the ſtate of Religion, is 
to be preferred before Mar- 
riage, hut not that which 


isimbraced in the world, is 


at leaſt halfe a louinian iſt, 


becauſe he is halfe of his o- 


pinion; pay rather he ſee- 
mes to be altogeather of 
the ſame minde, and really 

a louinianiſt, becauſe be 
d Virginity Is 
of it own nsture better thẽ 
Marryege, Where in, the 
whole Errour of Iouinian 
G about 
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74 The Treaſure 
about this matter conſiſted. 
For if of it owne proper na- 
ture it were better, it would 
followe , that the ſame be- 
ing alſo profeſſed in the 
world , would be better. 
Sec S. Auguſtine Cap. 28. ad 
Qaod - vult. Deum, and S. Ierome 
in his 10. booke againſt the 
ſame Iouinian e. 

If it were not laudable 
and meritorious to yow 
Virginity , liuing in the 
world, either it ſhould be 
for the great difficulty and 
morall impoſſibility of kee. 

ping their yow in that eſ- 
rate, or els becauſe Chaſti- 


ty ĩs not bettet then marri- 
ag: for no other reaſon can 


de imagined . Not the for- 


mer, for it is an hereſy of 
the heretikes of theſe our 
daies, who for the difficulty 


therof, affirme, that ſuch a 
vo ĩs not to be made, vn- 
leſſe the perſon know that 


he is peculiarly inſpited 
with the guift of continen- 
cy. Not the latter, for it is 
the errour of leainian afore- 
ſaid. Coccrning the gift of 
Chaſtity, it is to be held as 
a point of faith, that this 
gife will not be wanting 
to any who will reſolue to 


G 2 liue 
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76 The Treaſure 
live chaſte, if he do as much 
as lyeth in him to obteine 
the lame of Almignty God. 
If there be ſo great diffi. 
culty to live chaſtc in the 
world,in ſo much that it 
is not mcritorious for a 
man to bind himſelf therto 
by yow; then ſuch a vow is 
ofit owe nature rayne, & 
of no effect to him that ma- 
kes it, and ſo he may freely 
breake that which is of 
ſuch difficulty, as ſecmes 
morally impoſſible But 
this kind of tcaloning may 
by ng mcancs be admitted; 
to wit , that ſuch a vow is 


tk Chef. 77 
of it owne natute vaine & 
ot no effect, and that it may 
be broken without a moſt 


gricuous fin. Sec the aboue 


Apolile 1. Tim. 5. 

It is very commenda- 
ble & meritoriousfor yong 
men alſo remayning in the 
world to vow chaſtity, yea 
the Church bindethal ſuch 
as haue taken holy Orders 
therunto. Therfore if men 

do it, & that ĩt be commen- 
dable in them to doſo;why 
ſhould it not be the like for 
women, ſuch as are yonge, 
both Maydes, & Widdows 
G3 eſpeci- 


mẽtioned teſtimony of the 
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73 The Treaſure 

eſpccially, ſince men live in 
far greater danger bymeans 
of their greater freedome 
of conuerlation, and their 
leſſe baſhfullnes, togeather 
with more frequent occaſi. 
ons of temptation. From 
whence we ſee, it pro- 
cecd:,thart more menwhich 
vow Chaſtity in the world 
dooffcnd ayainſt their vow 
then women: yea there are 
very few of that ſexe who 
yowing Chaltity in the 
world de violat their vow: 
in ſo much that oftentimes 
in a great citty,for the ſpace 
of many yeares, you ſhall 


of Chaſiat 
not = wy, which 
is a ſigne, that it is a matter 
more caſy for women to do 
then for men; & yet we ſee 
that men do landubly take 
ypon them ſuch vowes e 
neither can they by any 


meanes be excuſed fro the, 


being once yndertaken. 
If it be meritorious to 
keep Virginity in Religi- 
on,why is it not alſo in the 
World? For the citcumſtan- 
ce of the place alters not the 
merit of the worke, but the 
excellency it ſelſe thereof, 
and a deuout will vnto it: 
and this pious inclination 


G4 may 
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80 he Treaſure 
may be had as well out of 
the ſtate of Religion, when 
a Virgin purpoſcth with 
her ſelfe to abſtaine from 
Marriage, and to conſecrate 
her virginity to Almighty 
God, that the mayſerue him 
the more perfectly, that ſhe 
may follow the counſell of 
our Sauiour Chriſt, that ſhe 
may imitate our Lord, and 
his moſt bleſſed Mother, 
that ſhe may apply all her 
thoughts and affections to 
heaucnly things, and to the 
health of her ſoule; for the 
excellency of the worke is 
_equall on both ſides. Ther- 

fore 


4 DS we 


o/ Chaſtzty, 
fore there is no teaſon, why 
the profeſſion of Chaſtity 
in the World,ſhould not be 
meritorious, as well as ia 
Religion. 
It is not only commen- 
dable in Monaſteryes, but 
alſo in the world, to do o- 
ther good workes, as to 
pray, to faſt, to giue corpo- 


rall and ſpirituall almes, 
to chaſtice our body, and to 
bind our ſelues by yow. 


thercunto . Then if other 
good works loole not their 
worth &ecltcem, nor their 
merit before God by being 
done in the world; why 


ſhould 
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82 The Treaſare 

ſhould Virginity, and ſingle 
life ? Yea, as it is the more 
prayſe · worthyto be tempe. 
rate, and to abſtaine ſittin 
at a banquet, and to be ab 
to bridle out appetite, even 
in the very middeſt of pro- 
uocations; ſo like wiſe may 
it be a deed of greater merit 
to liue chaſtly in the world, 
where occaſions ot falling 
gre more frequent : As for 
example, when there are 
lawfull reaſons why ſuch 
occaſions might not be cõ- 
ueniently ſhunned, which 
ot herwiſe they would haue 
willingly zuoyded. 
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The ſtate of being Reli- 
gious, and to be ſhut vp in 
Monaſteryes, is not agree. 
able with the complexion 
of eucry one: yea a great 
many,either are not apt for 


this ſtate, by reaſon of the 


weakenes of their body, or 
for other cauſes , or oftenty- 
mes their mindes are not 
eaſely wonne to it, and that 
molt commonly for divers 
ſufficient reaſons , which 
it is not neceſſary to reuea- 
le: and who now ſhould 
cõſtraine ſuch to marry, or 
to enter into Monaſteryes? 
Why ſhould it not bc — 


84 The Treaſure 
full for them to keepe their 
Virginity in the world, & 
to vow themſcluesvnto it? 
Is it eicher becauſe they wil 
not, nor cannot aſcend to 
the higheſtdegree, that they 
mult be therfore conſtray- 
ned to ſtay in the loweſt, & 
may not keep a meane be- 
t vixt both? No man will 
thinke ſo, except he be in- 
dued with the {pirit of loui- 
ian. The counſells and ad- 
uices af our Saviqur Chriſt 
are not lo neceſſargly. vni- 
ted one to the other, bat 
that one may be followed 
without another, and by 
theme 


0 clan. 85 
themſelues, in diuets de- 
grees . Wherfore as thoſe 
who deſire to ohſerue the 
ſtate of Pauerty. , ate not 
bound vato Chaſtity; ſo 
alſo thoſe which imbrace 
Cbaſtity, muſt not therfore 
of hes ity keep Pouerty, 
or Obedience, or but them - 
ſclucs vp in Monaſteryes. 
r 


The ſame is proued out of the com 
modities which this ſtate of 


life, being proſeſſed , both in 

the world and n Religion , 

doth bring wih it. 
HRE Cauſe why this 
ſtate of life! is ſo com- 
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36 The Treaſure 
mended by holy Fathets , 
as well in the one as the 
other, are the manifold 
cd modities w hich it brin- 
geth ther witb. For in both, 
it is in Imitation of An- 
gelicall life; in both it is the 
making of our body as it 
were a burnt- offering to 
Almighty God; in both it 
1s a ſpirituall Martiage, in 
Which Chriſt is the ſpouſe; 
in both it freeth from the 
irkſome ſlauery of Marri- 
age, and from the troubles 
which belonge vnto it; 
in both it deliueteth the 
minde from infinite cates 
& 


— 1 


of chaſſuy. 87 
& troubles; bnally in both 
| it maketh it free, and at li- 
| berty to apply it lelfe vnto 
God, and to d wel as it were 
mentally and ſpiritually 
with the Bleſſed, in com- 
munity of heauenly things. 
Firſt it is an imitation 
of Angelicall lie, as holy 
Fathers euery where do de- 
liuer, out of the opinion of 
our _ Matt. 22. Becauſc 
as Anpells marry not, nor 
are troubled with carnall 
concupiſcence, but are cucr 
attentto diuine matters, & 
enterta ine themſelues al- 
waycs in them; ſo in like 
H 2 man- 
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88 The Treaſure 
manner Virgins ate {33d to 
anticipate the glory of the 
ReſurreRion, becaule mar- 
riage after the Reſurrection 
ſhall ceaſes 

Virginity is a burnt- of- 
fering: for as in a burnt of- 
fring the thing ſacrĩſiced is 
killed, and after ward all of 
it conſumed in the honour 
of God, that no part ther- 
of remaines for humaine 
vſe: ſo likewiſe a Virgin 
muſt firſt kill all carnall af- 
feRtiosin her ſelfſe, & after. 
wardes offer vp her body , 
mortiſied after this ſort by 
the fire of Charity, to Al- 

mighty 


mighty God, and reſerue 
no part thereof to any hu- 
ma ine ot carnall yſe. 
She is a ſpirituall mar- 
riage, becauſe by vo w ſhe is 
bound vnto God as to her 
husband: for as the band of 
carnall marriage is-not ta 
be looſed; neither allo is 
that of ſpiricuall : yea that 
of ſpirituall Marriage, is 
much more indiſſoluble; 
for it cannot be looſed by 
death it ſelfe, but continu- 
eth in all eternity. Agajpc, 
as carnall marriage * - 
Red for the mutuall enioy« 
ing and comfort of both 


H 3 perſons, 
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90 The Treaſure 
petſons, and the bringing 
forth of children: ſo this 
Marriage is made; that the 
ſoule may pleaſe God the 
better, and teceaue help & 
comfort backe aga ine from 
bim, and that it may con- 
uerſe more familiarly, and 
with the greater delight 
with Almighty God , as 
with its Spouſe, 
And finally, to the end 
that hauing receaued ſeed 
of diuine grace from him, 
angnmorcall and glorious 
iſſue may be begotten to in. 
herit in the world to come: 
wherein ſpiritual Marriage 
1$ 


of Chaſtiiy. 91 
is farre more happy then 
carnall; for the later is to 
the end, that of impure and 
cortuptible ſeede, another 
man may be begotten, and 
that but to enioy à mortall 
life, and thereby ſubiect to 


infinite miſeryes: but the 


other ĩs to the end, that out 
of diuin ſeed a mortall man 


ſhould beget, not another 


mortall man, but himſelfe, 


to an immertall and happy 


lite , Therefore he perſwa- 
deth himſelfe firſt yntothis 
martiage;andafterward by 
word & example profiteth 
others. To this may be lik. 
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92 The Tresſure 

wile added, that as in car- 
nall enattiage, titles, and 
dignityes,and all the goods 
of cither is communicated 
to both: lolikewile inſpi- 
ricuall, the goods and dig- 
nityes of the eſpauled, be- 
longeth allo to the Spouſe. 

_  Fhe defire of a wife 
is, that ſhe may haue a huſ- 
band, who is faire, noble, 
rich, powerfull, and cour- 
teous, and if it happen that 
ſhe get ſuch a one, ſhe thin- 
keth her ſelfe happy . But 
how much more happy, is 
a Virgin whole husband is 

the molt fayreſt, moſt no- 
ble, 
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of Chaſlity:, 9 
ble, molt rich, moſt 8 
tull, moſt gentle, and im- 
mortal Lord of heauen and 
earth, of Angclls alſo , and 
of men. Sce more ot this in 


S. ambroſe in his ficlt booke 


of Virgins «+ * | DES 
For az much as belongs 
to the benefits and commo- 
ditycs of holy Virginity, 
they are generally three. 
The firſt is, that it freeth 
the mind from innumera- 
ble troubles and afflictions 
vato which the (tate of ma. 
trimony either by meancs 
of the wife or by meanes of 
the childie is ſubiect vnto; 
which 
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which the Apoitic inſinu- 
ateth x, Cor. x. when he 


ſpeaketh in this manaer of 


thoſe which arc matryed: 
Tribulationem carts babebunt 
batuſmods; ſuch ſh l haue the 
tribulation of the fleſh. 
And firſt of all, is che leruj- 
tudeof the wife, by realon 


that ſhe hath not power of 
her owne body, & is made 


ſubic& in all thingesro her 
husband, muſt endure his 
frowardnes, his inſolencies, 
his banquetting, drukenes, 
iealouſy, ſuſpicion, incon- 
tinency, adultery, taunts, & 
blowes. Alſo ſhe muſt fol» 


low 
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low him, ſticke alwayes to 
him, obey him and ſerue 
him as his flaue; ſo that 


many ſlaues in the world 


haue « more tollerable bo- 
dage, then ſome wiues vn- 


ſpends her wealth and ſub- 
ance at dice, at play, in 
drinking. banquettinꝑ, pro- 


digall giving, improfitable 


bargaines, improuident cõ- 
tentions, and diucrs other 
wayes, Which his wife is 
not able to reme iy. 

Moreouer he leaueth 
the charge of prouiding for 
the whole houſe-hould to 


happily marryed; whilſt he 
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| . and 12 mou, not 
wherwithall (ufficiently to 
do it; and bringech her of- 
tenty mes euen into that ex- 
tremity, that ſhe groweth 
halfe deſperate, In the mean 
tyme being oppreſſed and 
guercome with too much 
impatience, ſhe ofien cur- 
leth her husband, and w i- 
ſheth al il hap to befal him, 
and deſireth nothing more 
then his death. Neither are 
theſe thinges rare and ſel- 
dome, but the whole world 
is fullof them. 
Now if we ſhauld add 
vnto all this, the troubles 
| that 


1 
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that come continually b 
meanes of children, there 
would ariſe euen a whole 
world of miſeryes & afili- 
ctions. And although in 
the carnall Ad of marriage 
there ſeemeth to be now & 
then a little pleaſure ; yet of 
it owne nature; it is both 
vncle ane (as a thing wher- 
in we differ not fro a beaſt) 
and alſo full of ſpame and 
immodeſty;&X ina moment 
it is paſt, and afterward te- 
wardcd with innumerable 
diſcommodityes. For pre- 
ſently after Conception, 
chere followeth a kind of 
I itke- 
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irkelomnes, idle dreames, 
giddines, vnlctlednesof the 
head, melancoly, conuulſi- 
ons of the hart- ſtringes, ab- 
ſurd longings after meates, 
and a generall K 
of nature. 
Then follow the paines 
of child- bearing which are 
both violent to the ſenſe, 
& oftentymes endure long, 
and to many bring death 
aiſo; aud then the Child be- 
ing dorne, with what great 
care and ſolicitude muſt 
it be brought vp, vatill it 
come to be of ſome ſtrength 
and perfection of nature. 
How 


How many tymes a day 
muſt it be made cleanc , 
fed, made vp, apparrelicd, 
laid to. fleepe , rockt in the 
cradell, taken out againe to 
give it ſuck, and be held 
out. How many times mult 
it be flattered and intreated 
with faire ſpeaches & with 
a thouſand pretty hypocri- 
ſies and flatter ings, to make 
it leaue crying, or to ſleepe? 
Thele are the contynu- 

all exerciſes of ſuch as be 
Mothers, and in fuch they 
are imploycd, not on ly all 
day long, but alſo moſt part 
of the night, ſo that they 
12 can 
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can ſcarce take any reſt but 
With often interruption « 

I omit the flateiſhnes , 
the ill ſauour, the weeping, 
crying. & brauling, which 
they are conſtreyned dayly 
to ſuffer . I omit allſo the 
cares and troubles, which 
they haue when their chil- 
dren begin to grow big, & 
to be expoſed to diucrs ct 2. 
ces of the world. What 
great gree fe they have, if it 
chaunce they ſhould miſ- 
carry and dye ; if by euil 
company they thould be al- 
lured tovillany and diſho- 
neſty; if they ſhould proue 

8 ſtub- 
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ſtubborne and diſobedient 
againſttheirParcars;ifthey 
hould ſpend & walt their 
Parents goodes at play, 
drinking, or at any other 
vh[1wtul game; if without 
their Parents conſent they 

ſhould marry, 
Io theſe afflictions the 
whole life of all ſuch as are 
mothers, is al ways ſubiectz 
for. albeit the Parents be 
very deuour and religious, 
yet it happens oftentymes 
that the children bewicked 
and led, and with their 
mildemeanours, and ill li- 
uing ,torment their Poxets, 
2 Þ "WM 
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as wee haue examples in 
Adam and Cain, in Noe and 
Cham, in Abraham and Iſmael, 
in Iſaac and Eſau , in Iaceb 
and many of his ſonnes, in 
Dauid, Amon, and Abſelem, 
with infinite others: ther- 
fore ſince ſacred yirginity 
dcliners from all this, it is 
dclervedly to be numbred 
amongſt the greateſt bene - 
fitts that are. 

Another commodity of 
Virginity and ſingle lite is, 
that it freeth the minde fro 
all cares of gouerning a fa- 
mily , of incteaſiug the 
ſtocke and wealth of their 

eſtate 
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3 eſtate, of marrying their 


children, & of leavingthem 


ample Patrimonyes; for of 


thele foure things all Pa- 


rents are for the moſt part 


moſt careful & ſollicitous; 
yea commõly their minds 
arc ſo wholly addicted and 
given to fuch buſineſſes, as 


they can ſcarce euet thinke 
ſeriouſly on God, or things 


belonging to the good of 
their foule, 

Theſe things they keep 
alwayes in mince, in theſe 
things they ſpend all their 
thoughts and affeRions , 


theſe things ſo waſte and 
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weare out all the ability & 
po wers of their minde: ,as 
they haue no ſtrength left 
to . thinke vpon 
things that are etetnall. 
Greatly therfore is the 
miſery of this eſtate to be 
pitryed; for the bondage of 
the my nd i is more burtfall 
a great deale, then that of 
the body; and the loſſe of 
good thoughts, is a greater 


domage, then the lolle of 
money . 


The third comodity of 

virginity and fingle life is, 
t hat it maketh the Minde 
being free1 from the cares 
and 
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and troubles of Marriage, 
more fit & prepared to ſerue 
Almighty God, and pro- 
cure its owne ſafety: and 
this is the greateſt good of 
this life. For which cauſe it 
is commended ſpecially by 
the Apoſtle the 1. CG. 7 
where he ſaith, Muber innup. 
ta &c. A womã vnmatryed, 
anda Virgin thinketh on 
whatbelongeth vnto God, 
that ſhe may be holy, both 

in body and minde 
There is nothing better 
nor more healthfull vato 
our ſoule the to ſerue God , 
and to endeauour the ob- 
| tayning 
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teyning of our ſoules well 
fare. To this purpoſe were 
we made, & adorned with 
theſe noble faculties of our 
ſoule, Vadcrſtanding , Me- 
mory, and Will. Wee haue 

not rece iuedtheſe to imploy 

* them about ttanſitory and 
ſeruile matters, without a- 
ny fruit at al, but to addreſſe 
them to eternall and celeſtĩ- 
all things, for our great be- 
nifit and aduantage, All 
earthly things are to baſe & 
co:emptible for our minds 
( which is above allviſible 
things) eo fixe, and exerciſe 
it lelfe there about. The 

mortnes 
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ſhortnes it ſelfe of our life, 
togeather with the vncer- 
tiary & neceſſity of dying, 
might iuſtly recall vs from 
the cate of temporall mat - 
ters, & addreſſe our thoghts 
to the ſolicitude of thinges 
etcrnall '» Whereupon the 
Apoſtle 1. Cor. 7. layth : Te. 
pubreueefi &e.Timeis ſhort, 
it remaines, that ſuch as 
haue wiues, be as thoſe who 
haue them not; and thoſe 
who mourne , like thoſe 
who mourne not; & thoſe 
who reioyce , like thoſe 
who reioyce not; and thoſe 
who buy, like thoſe wha 
poſſeſſe 
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poſſeſſe not;and thoſe who 
vid this world, like thoſe 
who vſe it not; for the fa- 
ſion of this world paſſeth 
awe Ne, 

* By which wordes he 
teacheth vs, that we ſhould 
be no more affected and ad- 
dicted to tranſitory things, 
then as if they did not be- 
long vnto vs. We ought to 
haue care of nothing ſo 


much, as to auoyd etcrnall 


puniſhment, and attaine 
to euerlaſting ioyes: for in 
compariſon of theſe, all the 
good or ill of this world, 


ought tobe of no ac.ount: 
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So thar if there were no- 


thing but madnes practiſe d 


in the world, this would 
be the greateſt, to neglect 
the trigheſt and cuerlaſting 
thinges, & to follow that 
w hich is baſe and tranſito- 
ry, with ſo great hazard of 
eternall demnation. 
Therfore as that man- 
ner of life is miſetable, and 
to be auoyded hy afl wilc 
men, which intaugleth che 
mind with cate of baſe & 
carthly rhinges,howlocucr 
gloricus ard honourable 
they ſeeme: So on the con- 
ery, is that ſtate happy & 
K moſt 
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moſtdeſirouſſy co be imbra· 
eed, which freeth the mind 
from all theſe cares & trou- 
bles, and affoardeth it com- 
modity to meditate on hea- 
uenly things, and to apply 
it ſelte to the btayning of 
its own welfare. And ſuch 
is ſingle lite, as it hath byn 
ſh:wed. 

Neither in women on. 
ly, but allo in men ſingle 
life hath all thele effectes: 
for moſt of thoſe thinges 
which ve haue ſayd before 
of women, haue place alſo 
in men: vet men in Marri- 
age are moſt commonly ex- 

poſecd 
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poſed to more diſcommo- 
dityesand inconucniences 
then women, becauſc the 
whole care of maintayning 
the heuſhould, and of the 


greateſt buſines lyerh vpon 


him; aud infinite diſdaines 
of the wife offences, ica- 
loſies, ſuſpicions,coplaints, 
and frowardnes are to be 
endured, as S. Hierome pro- 
ſecuteth it, very elegantly 
out of Theophraſtu the Phi- 
loſapher in his firſt booke 
againſt Iouinianui, whole 
words it ſeemeth her good 
to ſer downe. 

Fertur, inquit, Aurcolus 6 . 
K 3 Heere 
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Heer is brought (quoth be) 
a little goulden booke of 
Theopbraſius written concer- 
ning marriage, in which 
he asketb this queſtion, 
Whether a wiſe man ſhould 
marry a wife or no? And 
when he hath defined, that 
if ſhe were fair, wel broght 
vp, of good Parents, and if 
ſhe were health full & rich, 
with theſe conditions a 
wiſc man might ſomtimes 
marry; he preſently infer - 
reth : But all theſe ſeldome 
match togeather in marria= 
pe.therfore it is not behoo- 
full fox a wiſe man to mar- 


Ty 
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ry &c . And then he ſets 
downdiucrsreaſons which 
the ſame Philoſopher alled- 
geth for his opinion. 
Firſt (quoth he) it 
hinders the ſtudy of Philo- 
ſophyʒ for no man can ſerue 
his bookes and his wife at 
once, There are allo many 
thinges which are neceſſary 

for the vſe of Wiues, as 
gay apparell gold, lewells 
exbenſes, wayting women, 
variety ot houſhold ſtuffe, 
guilded horſe- litters, and 
coaches, Moreouer you ſhal 
haue all the night long no- 
thing but pratling, & com · 
K 3 plaintes 
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plaintes that this Dame 
wearcs better cloathswhen 
ſhe gocs abroad then ſhe: 
This Lady, or Gentle wo- 
man is much honoured and 
re ſpected of all whereloe- 
ver ſhe comes; whileſt I, 
poore {oule, am  deſp iſed & 
contemned of er ery body 
Why did you looke ſo car- 
neſtly on my Neighbours 
wifc ? Why did you talke 
With her mayd Y Arc you 
comef:6 the Market, what 
haue yce bought? & c. 
Her husband cannot haue 
a friend or companĩõ; but 
ſtraight ſho thinketh that 
the 
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the loue of another is her 
hatred ., If there wetea lear- 
ned Maiſter in euery town, 
men ſhould neither forſake 
their wiues, nor be able to 
walke with lo great a bur- 
then. If ſhe be poore, it is 
colt to help her, if rich, a 
tor ment to endure her. 
Moreouer there is no 
choice of a wife, but what 
a one ſocuer you chance 
to take, if the be colerique, 
if a foole, if Feformed, if 
proud, if ſluttiſh, what fault 
ſoeuer ſhe hath, we learne 
that afterward , A Horlc, 
an Ache, an n Oxe, a Dog, the 


worſt 
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worſt ſlaue a man can en- 
tertaine 3 his apparell alſo, 
his kettles, bis chayres, bis 
cups, his earthen pots, all 
thele a man may proue be- 
fore he buy them, only his 
wife muſt not be ſhewed 
before ſhe be had, for feare a 
man ſhould ſo diſlike her, 
that he would ncuer haue 
"RECs 

You muſt alwayes be 
looking on her face, and 
commending her beauty, 
for fcare leaſt if you looke 
on another, ſhe thinke that 
her beauty diſpleaſeth vou. 
She muſt be called Miſtre ſſe 


and 
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and her B irth-· day muſt be 
made a Holy day: you muſt 
{weare by her health, and 
you mult pray that ſhe may 


out liue you: you muſt re- 


nerence her that nurſt her, 
and her alſo that bare her 
when ſhe was a little one, 
her ſeruant, her brother- in. 
law , her little dandling , 
her pretty Page, her hyred 
Proour, and her Eunuch 


forſooth, for the longer con. 


tinuance and more ſecurity 
of luſt (vnder all which 


names are prettily couched 
Adulterers.) And whome- 


ſocuer of all theſe ſhe affeR- 
cteth, 


| 
{ 
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cteth, he muſt be beloved _ 
too, cuen bythoſe to whom 
they are vngratefull. 
If you commit the go- 
uernement of the whole 
houſe to her charge, you 
muſt be her ſetuant . If you 
reſetue any part of it to 
your ſelſe, (he thinks you 
wil not truſt her, & ſtraight 
turneth into hatred, and 
ſcoulding, and vnles you 
beware of her betymes, you 
arc in danger to be poz ſo- 
ned. 
Old women, Wiſards, 
brokers of Tewels and ſilke 
apparel, if you admit any of 
theſe 
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theſe into your houſe, you 
arc in dager of cuckolding: 
and if you forbid them, 
you do her wronge to ſul- 
pect her. 
But to whatend is it 
to watch her narrowly , 
whena wifethat 1s ynchalt 
can neuer be teſttained: & 
if (be be chaſt, he ought not 
to be reſtay ned for the con · 
ſtraint ot chaſtity is but an 
vnfaythfull keeper, She on- 
ly is trulyto be named chaſt 
whocan be other v ĩſe it ſhe 
wil. A faire wife isa ba) te, 
aſwell in other mens eyes, 
as in his that hath her. A 
| ſlug 
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ſlut wil ſooner defirc others 
then they her. It is a hard 
matter to cnioy that alone 
which many men ſecke af- 
ter; and it would be a trou- 
ble to haue ſuch a one, as 
no body would vouchlſafe 
to affect. Vet it is a leſſe mi- 
ſery to haue an ill fauoured 
wife, then to keepe a faire 
one true. There is nothin 
ſafely poſſe ſt by one, which 
of cuery body is wiſht for, 
One ſollicits with his 
comlynes, another with his 
wit, another with his plea- 
ſantnes, another with his 
money: by ſome meanes or 
other 
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other at lsti the Fort will be 
taken, which is on cuery 
ide ſo ſttongely beleiged. 

But it my be obiected, 
that it is neceffiry fora ma 
to haue a wife, to take 
charge of the expeles of his 
howlc , or to be a comfort 
to him when he langui- 
ſheth , or to auoyd ſolitaty- 
nes. To this I an{were, that 
a faithfull ſcruant obeying 
the authority of his Maiſter, 
and doing his buſines ac- 


cording to his Will, dilpo- 


ſeth of matters a great deale 
better then a wife, Who 
thinketh that her Miſtres- 

L \ _ ſhip 
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ſhip cõſiuleth in doing that 
which is againſt er nuſ- 
bands will, that is to ſay. 
todothat which ſhe hath a 
ill to, got that which ſhe 
is commaunded to do. 
And as for attending & 
comtorting a man When he 
is ſicke, his friends and ſer- 
uants, or ſuch poore ſoules 
as he hath made beholding 
vnto him, may better doit 
then ſhe, Who vpbraides 
him, as it were, with the 
tcares which ſhee theedes 
for him, yea lells the very 
Glth and drofle therof, in 
hope to be his executour. 
And 
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And by this boaſting of her 


carcfullnes , neuer leaues 


bim, til with ber perpetual 
tiouble, he drives him into 
viter deſperat ion. 

But if her finger chance 
to ake, he muſt be ſicke for 
It , and neuer budge from 
her bed fide, Or it ſhe be a 
good wife, and of a fweete 
diſpoſition (which not- 
withſtanding is a rare bird) 
he mult groanc with her, 
vyhilſt ſhe is in child bed, & 
de pay ned with her dau- 
ger. | 
As for the auoyding of 
lolitar ines, a wiſe man can 
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neuer be along: he bath pre- 
ſent all thoſe which are, 
or euer were good, in his 
thoughts, & freely placeth 

his mind on What he will. 

That which he cannot do 

with his body, he imbra- 
ceth with his thoughts, & 

if there be ſareity of men to 

conuerſe withal, be talketh 
with God; he is neuer leſſe 
alone then when he wants 
all company. 

Beſides it is a moſt idle 
thing to take a wife, in re- 
ue to haue children by 

et that his family may not 


be extinct, or that he haue, 
help 
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help & ayde p his old age, 
and alſo to know who ſhall 
in herit that which he lea- 
ues behind. For what is 
one the better when he is 
going out of the world; 
that another is called by his 
name, when as s lonne can. 
not preſently be like his Fa. 
ther zand there ate an infi- 
finite number of other men 
allo perhaps called by the 
ſame name. Or what boo- 
teth it to nouriſh thoſe at 
hom, who we hope may be 
helvs to vs whe we are old, 
w he perhaps they either dy 
betore vs, or become of ſuch 


1 ͤr—n  <4©@ com 


126 The Treaſure 

a peruerſe dgſpoſition , as 
they will not ſuccour vs; or 
if they themſelues come to 
maturity of yeares, perhaps 
they thinke their parents 
liue to longe. 

And as for heites, our 
friends & our neighbours 
whom we loue, are better & 
more ſure heytes vnto vs, 
being choſen thereunto by 
vs freely, thẽ thoſe whome 
wee arc conſtreyned to 
haue whether we will or 
no: though indeed it beg 
for more aſſured inheritan- 
ce to make our ſelues our 
owne heircs , ( by doyng 

g0Gd 
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good workes whilſt we 
lniue, (for otherwile we do 
but abuſe the ſame) then to 
leaue it, being gotten all 
by ourowne induſtry and 
pains, to the vncertein vles 
of any others whatſoeuer. 

Theſe realons and the 
like Theephi aſtus diſcuſſing, 
what good Chriſtia mighe 
he not make aſhamed of 
ſuch vanities and troubles, 
whole converſation oughe 
to bein hcaucn, and who 
dayly ſayth Capio diſſolui &c. 
de ſite to be diſlolued and 
be with Chriſt: as though 
he who may be a caheyre 
L 4 with 
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1298 The Treaſure, 
with Chriſt himtelf, ſhould 
deſire to haue man to be 
his heire, and ſhould wiſh 
for children ,and be deli- 
ghted in the ſucceſſion of 
his poſterity whome per- 
haps Antichriſt ſhall pere 
uert; When notwithſtan-⸗ 
ding wee read that Meyſes, 
and Samuel preferred others 
be fore their own children. 
Neither yet did they ac- 
count the children whome 
they ſawe diſpleaſe Almi- 

ghty God. 

Thus farre are 8 Hiero- 
met words, who afterward 
_ confirmeth the lame with 
exam- 
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examples out of the old 
Teſtament. By which it is 
manifeſtly thewed how far 
ſingle life in the world is to 


be preferred aboue Marria-, 


ge, and out of how many 
diſcommodityes & cares it 
doth deliuer a man; and 
what aboundance of helpe 
it affoardeth to a man, to 
paſſe ouer pleaſantly, and 
quictly this temporall life, 
and obte ine a high degte in 
the everlaſting. All which 
things if they ſhould be 
exactly weighed and con- 
fidcred of molt men, l doubt 
not, but there would be 

fat re 
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tarre fewer who would fo 
much admire, louc, and 
imbrace the lervitudc, that 
Marryage oftentimes * 
geth with it. 


CHAP. VI. 


Of the Merits of both States of 
life , te wit, of vnmarried 
and married. 


Ou one will obiect, 

T bat if the paincs and 
troubls of mothers be great 
in bearing and breeding 
their children, and in ſup- 
porting the conditions and 
iniurves of their hus bands; 
great alſo are the merits of 
endu- 


of Chaſtupe 131 
enduring chem : Which 
merits ſuch as are virgins 
cannot haue. Whence the 
Apoſtle alſo 1. Tim 2. ſaith: 
Saluabitur &c. She ſhall be 
laued, by bringing forth 
children &c . | 

I an{were , that Parents 
may be moued with a dou- 
ble affection, to beget and 
bring vp children: to wit, 
with a meere humaine and 
naturall affection, & with 
a (2irituall or diuine. Ana. 
turall affeftion is; when 
any one deſireth children 


for the conſeruation of his 


name & family that he may 
haue 
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haue heires to whome he 
may leaue his goods; that 
he may out-liue his owne_ 
death in his poſterity ; that 
he may be honoured in the; 
that he may haue comfort 
and help by his children. 
All theſe are humaine reſ- 
pects and affections, and 
therfore of no merit , or eſ- 
tceme before God; yet of 
their owne naturethey are 
not ill , but indiffcrent ; 
Wherfore thoſe who out of 
ſuch affection do contrat 
Marriage, or beget childrẽ, 
or bring them vp begotten, 
merit nothing before Al- 

mighty 
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mighty God, and looſe all 
their labours and charges 
which they are at, as far 
forth as this; to wit, that 
they ſhall not receige eter- 
nall reward for them , but 
onely a temporall comfort 


or comodity. For as an hu- 


maine affection is not me- 
ritorious before Almighty 


God, no more al'o is the 


work whichfolloweth out 
of it, although it be frequẽt 

and laborious, 
lo like manner to loue 
and follow Honours, Ri- 
ches, Magiſtracy, D gni. 
tyes and Plealures for the 
M com- 


— — — — 


A OE — TT 
© 


nrg 


* FT 


| 


134 Tho Treaſure 
commodity , ſplendor and 
{weetnes which we per- 
ce ĩue in them, although of 
it ſelfe it be no ſinne; nei- 
ther like wiſe is it of any de- 
ſert, but rather apperteineth 
tothe delight of ſuch things 
as are the concupilcence of 
the fleſh, of the eyes, and 
pride of life, and which pro- 
ccede out of a corrupt natu- 
re, not out of the inſpitatiõ 
of diuine grace. 
The ſame like w ĩſe is 
to be ſayd of the affections 
of Parents, whereby they 
wiſhand procure theſe cõ- 
ſents & pleaſures vnto their 
i 
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children. For euen 2s wie 
they deſire and obtayne 
theſe things for themſelues, 
they deſerue nothing at the 
handes of Almighty God; 
no more likewiſe doe they 
when they doe the like in 
their childrens behalte: yea 
this affection is not one'y 
not meritorious be fore Al- 
mighty God, but alſo it is 
not ſo much as a worke of 

Forfirſt of all, that ie 


not a worke proceeding 


out of any dinineor infuſed 


vertue, it is manifeſt , ſince 


it may be foũd alſo in Hea · 
M2 thens 
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thens themſelues, and the 
moſt wicked perſons that 
liue. Allo that ſuch affect i- 
ons proceed not out of any 
morall or Philoſophicall 
vertue it is plaine, — they 
reſpect not their obiects, 
as they are honeſt and rca- 
ſonable, as the natures of 
ſuch vertues require, but as 
they are delightfull & cõ- 
modious, or honourable. 
Whencc it ĩs, that no man 
by ſuch an affection becom 
meth praiſe worthy which 
is the propricty of vertuc. 
As no man i, worthy of 
pray ſe, for that he loueth or 


getteth 
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getteth riches, honors, plea, 
lures, or for louing his child 
becauſehe is fa ir, or becauſe 
he is like him, for ſinging 
wel, dancing wel, ſpeaking 
well, or being indewed 
with ſuch like ciuill or na- 
ments or qualitycs. Al ſuch 
affect ions arc only naturall 
and indifferent, aud there- 
fore of no de ſert or merit in 
the ſight of Almighty, God 
before his Tribunallſcate, 
Ther fore as he which 
giueth almes to the poore 
prodigally, and vayneglo- 
riouſly to make himlelf ho- 
noured and eſtcemed the 
M3 more 
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more of men, according to 
the wordes of our Sauiour, 
ſhal haue no reward before 
Almighty God, but recea- 
ueth all his reward in the 
prayſes which he getteth of 
men in ſo doing: So thoſe, 
which marry for reſpect of 
pleaſure or riches, thoſe 
which deſire to haue chil- 
dren, or to bring tbem vp 
to haue contentment, who 
day and night onely take 
care, how they may leaue 
them a large and ample in- 
heritance, that they may 
promote them to honours, 
offices, dignityes, or weal- 
. thy 
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thy marriages, deſetue no- 
thing before God, but re- 
ceaue their reward in the 
tempo rall contentements, 
which by this meane: they 
procure, either to themſcl- 
ues , or to their children 
Therefore to ſpeake 
truely, their lab urs and 
cares are all loſt; neither do 
they reape any fruit at all 
to be accounted of from all 
this ; for nothing ĩs to be e- 
ſteemed of any great valeww, 
but that which is euerla - 
fling. 

All temporal! things 
are of ſmall account, paſſing 
M 4 away 
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away as ſhaddows, & ages 
fore moſt vnworthy t 

ſpend al the yigour & p rin- 
cipal acts of our ſoule == 
the, which were ordaincd 
for tbings eternal. Heciupõ 
holy Scripture cuery where 
calleth vs from the loue and 
delire of riches, honouts, 
and pleaſures, and telleth 
vs that ſuch 2s are poore, 
mecke & oppretled, arc on- 


ly bappy. 


Neither are all theſe la- 
bours and paines of Patents 
onely vnprofitable, but they 
are allo hurtfull , and the 

originall caulc of infinite 
cuils 
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euils. From heuce it is, that 
there ate ſuch an infinite 
nũ ber of men in the world, 
who damne there owne 
ſoules (which otherwiſe 
might haue been ſaued) for 
their childrens ſake, to mak 
them rich, or to promote 
them to Honours.For thoſe 
that wil becomerich as the 
Apoſtle witneſſeth, fall into 
tempt ation, and the ſnare of tbe 
deuill, and into many vnprofitable 
and burtfull defires, which ſend 
them head long into damnatiõ, & 
deſtruction; for couetous deſire it 
the roote of all miſcheife. 
Marriage doth comonly 
force 


Int s ser 
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force men headlong vnte 
this deſire, for al me would 
make their children rich, & 
leaue them a large inheri- 
tance; ſo that deſeruedly 
alſo for that cauſe, that Rate 
of life is not to be greatly 
deſited, which maketh all 
our paines aud cares, molt 
commonly , not only vn- 
profitable for our welfare, 
but alſo dangerous and 
hurtfull vnto vs, if it be not 
auoyded . Yet it followes 
not from hence, that wed- 
locke is euill: for neither 
Riches or Honnors be cuil 
but good, which God alſo 

lome- 
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fometymes beſto weth vpo 
vs, for the reward of ſome 
good deed or other; and in 
tymes paſt haue beene pro- 
miſed alſo to thoſe few 
who obſerued the law: but 
it is dangerous I ſay, to loue 
ſuch pleaſures and delights, 
to follow them, and to im- 
ploy al our endeauors onely 
in attayning ot them, ſince 
they are but baſe & meane, 
and do hinder the loue and 
deſite of things eternall, & 
intãgle the minde in many 

ſnares. 
In like manner, though 
Matrimony ok it ſelfe be 
good, 
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good , and ordeyned by 
God, yet it drawes with it 
many cares and troublcs , 
which through humanie 
frailty hinder the health 
of the ſoulc, that it leades 
men ſectetly into many 
fins , and oftentimes vnto 
etetnall damnation, Thus 
much of the humaine af- 
fectiõ, out of which many 
men inclyne vnto Mary» 
Co ; 

* The ſpirituall affection 
is „when Parents deſire to 
haue children, to the end 
that they may inſtruct them 
in the feare of God , that 

they 
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they may teach them to 
ſerue him, that they may 
incteaſe the number of the 
faithſul,that by them many 
deeds of devotion may be 
done, that God may be ho. 
nored by them and the like: 
theſe affections riſe not 
out of nature; but out of di- 
u ne inſpiration, and are 
worthy ofa man, as he is 2 
Chriſtian. 

Whence I confeſſe that 
Patents u ho With this kigd 
of affect ĩon deſire to haue 
yſſue, and bring them vp, 
ataforſaid , do meritgreat- 
ly before Almighty God; 
N and 
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& the wife alſo Who with 
ſuch a ſpirit deſireth Mar- 
riage, ſhalbe ſaued by the 
bearing of children . And 
in this manner the wordes 
of the Apolileare to be vn- 
derſtood 1. Tim 2. But yet 
it ſeemes to be more proba- 
ble, that the Apoſtle in that 
place ſpeaketh not of the 
merit, but of the eſtate and 
office of Marriage;& that to 
be alſo the meaning of this 
ſaying , Saluabitur &c. She 
ſhalbe ſaued, by doing the 
office of Marryage, and en- 
deauouring to So chil- 
dren: for ſo the Grecke text 
| doth 
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doth import, as thc learned 
do teach. wank 
So likewiſe to the Ro- 
mans cap. 4. 5. G 11. Abrabã 
is ſayd to be the Father of 
thoſe thatbelieue, byhauing 
the foreskin or Prepuce cut 
off, that is to ſay, by thoſe 
which are in that Eſtate. 
And in 2. Cor. c. 6. Per 
Llor1am & ignobilitatem &c. By 


famy and good credit, thee 


is to (ay, in proſperity and 


aduerfity, The ſame is con- 
firmed by the words which 


the Apoſtle addeth, Saluabi- 


rurch c. She ſhalbeſaued((aith 


glory and ignobility, by in- 
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he) by the bearing of chil- 
dre,if ſhe perſeuere in faith, 
in lone, & in holynes,w ich 
ſobriety : therefore he attri= 
buteth the cauſe of ſaluati- 
to fayth, & to loue &c. not 
to the procreation of chil- 
dren: yet I confeſſe allo that 
this very deed is meritori- 
ous like wiſe, it it be done, 
as we haue ſayd, out af 
ſpirituallaffection: but it is 
otherwile, if it be donc out 
of bumaine only. 

Moreouer if this eſtate 
and the offices thereof, be. 
choſen & oerformed with 
a {piricuall affection : ne- 


vertheles 


theeltate of Matrimony is 
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uertheles ſinglc life ismuch 


better aud more meritori- 


ous; both becauſe it remo- 
yes innumerable occaſions 
of diſtractions, impertecti- 
ons, and finnes, by which 


hindred in the offices of 


deuotion ;and alſo becauſe 
it affoardeth comodity of 


conuerſing dayly with God 
and of being attent to diuin 
matters .Waercfore a Vir- 
gin oftentymes may merit 
morc in one day , then a 


marryed womiJn in many 


monethes . 
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CHAP. VII. 


Of certaine thinges to be obſerued 
in tbis E flat E. 


T*O the end that Vir- 
gins may the better 
preſerue this treaſure, & ob- 
tayne their ſcope and pur- 
poſe more at larg,by which 
they haue fo ſtraitly bound 
themlſclues ynto God, and 
vndertaken this eſtate ;ho- 
ly Fathers haue preſcribed 
certainethings to be obſer- 
ved. Firſt iq their apparell; 
ſecondly intheir exerciſes; 
thidly in the vſe of their ri- 
ches and wealth; & laſtly 
in 
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in their conuetſation. 

As for their apparel], 
it muſt not be coſtly , but 
decent and graue, without 
any kind ot vanity or euri- 


oſity, without pride alſo, or 


any ſeculat ornaments,ſuch 
as may repreſent the ſtate 
whercinthey liue, and the 
forſaking of the world by 
which cuery man that ſecs 
them, may know that they 
are Virgins, and haue an 
Intent neuer to marry. For 
by this meanes they ſpall a- 


uoyd all importünityes and 


troubles, which ſuiters are 
accu to vſe: and be- 
N 4 lides 
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ſides this they (hail prevent 
many other inticements to 
the breach of their intent. 
S. Cyprian in his booke 
de diſciplina & habitu / irginum, 
handleth this piace mote at 
large, and with great ele- 
gancy: Continency (quoth. 
be) & Chaſtity conſiſt not 
only in the integrity ot the 
be dy, but alſo in the honor 
of the Attire and apparell, 
being ioyned with mode- 
ſty She muſt not oniy be a 
Virgin really, but alſo ſhe 
muſt be knowne, and be 
belieued to be ſuch a ene: 
ſo that no man who ſeeth 
her 
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her who is a Virgin, may 
haue any doubt whether 
ſhe be ſo or no. For why 
ſhould the go adorned, or 
attyrcd as though ſhe had, 
or would haue a husband ? 
let her rather feare to pleaſe 
any, if ſhe be a Virgin znei- 


ther let her ſecke her owne 


danger, ſince ſhepreſcrues 
her lelfe for a better &more 
deuout purpoſe &c. Nei- 


ther ought a Virgin to be 


delighted with the ſhe w of 
her owne beauty, or to take 
a glory ia her owe perſon 
or comlynes, ſince ſhe hath 
no reſiſtance or war againſt 
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any thing, ſo much, as a- 
gainſt the fleſh, nor any 
more obſtinate enemy to o- 
ucrcom the her own body. 
Afterwards he allcad- 
geth ſome, who ex cuſe thẽ- 
lelues for their Riches and 
Nobility, tor which refs 
pects they thinke that it is 
conuenient for them to go 
more richly attyred; whole 
excuſe he refuteth at large, 
thewing in what thinges 
they ſhould imploy their 
wealth. 
To their habit allo be · 
longeth a Veyle, with the 
Which it is meete that a 
| Virgin 
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Virgin ſhould be covered 
when ſhe goeth abroad, 
leaſt either ſhe might ſee 
that which were not befit- 
ting, or her countenance 
ſhould be perccaued of o- 
thers. For how many, I 
pray you, haue there beene 
in the world, who only by 
ſight haue either 
themlelues, or killed others? 
In ſo much that they muit 


take principal heed of their 


eyes. And Tertullian bath 
written a particuler Trea- 
tiſe vpõ this ſubĩect of vir- 
gins veyling and couering 
their heads, which he iod- 

ged 


periſhed 
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ged to be a thing ſo neceſſa· 
ry, that he ſayd: It was no 
leſſe then a paſſion of luſt, 
to a vertuous Virgin, euer y 
tyme that ſhe expoleth her 
ſelfe to publique view zto 
wit, becauſe that ther by ſhe 
with her face open, caſting 
her eyes freely about to ſec, 
& to be ſeene, is eaſily cor- 
rupted in ſpirit; & that the 
very gazing it ſelf is a ſigne 
of an vnchaſt mind. 
And againe after ward: 
The dcfire not to be veyled 
or couered ĩs not a chaſt de- 
ſire, but admitethſomwhat 
that belongeth not vnto a 
Vir- 


Virgin; as allo che deſire to 
delight others inbeholding 
her ;for true, entyre, and 
pure Virginity featetk no- 
thing ſo much, as it owne 
ſel fe, yea itendureth not the 
eyes of other women that 
delight in gazing, ſince the 
eyes of it ſelfe are faire dif- 
ferent from ſuch; it flyeth 
to the veyle of her head, as 
to a helmet, & as to a buck- 
ler which defendeth her; it 
is a protection againſt the 
blowes of tempration, a- 


gainſt the darts of ſcandals, 
againſt ſuſpitions, & whiC 


pcring, and emulation, yea 
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and againſt Equy it ſelfe. 
After this put on the armor 

of bachfullnes, entrench thy 
ſelfe within the bull warke 


of modeſty, build ypa wall 


for thy ſex, which — 
in thyne own eyes, and let- 
teth not the eyes of others 
to enter. Thou baſt marry- 
ed Chriſt and delivered thy 
body to him, thou haſt eſ- 
pouſed the maturity of thy 
yeares to him. oe accor- 
ding to his will and plea- 
ſure; it is Chriſt that bide 


deth theſe who are marry- 


ed to others, to veile theme» 
[clues ) much more thoſe 
which 
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which are eſpouſed vnto 
him. FEE? 
For this purpoſe the 
womens attyres of Brabant 
are very fit , which are cal- 
led by them Hackes, which 
the very nobleit Matrons 
of that Country vſe, when 


they would not be knowne 


in any publike aſſembly. 
Let vs now come to the 
exerciſes which holy Fa- 
thers preſcribe to be vſed 
by virgins. Theſe are faſt- 
ing, prayer, reading of ſpi- 
rituall bookes, and handy- 
worke, in the dayly vie and 
variety wherof they may 


02 ſpend 
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ſpend all their tyme moſt 
profitably. 

Faſting i is as it were the 
foundation & ground of al 
other vet tues; tor by this 
the roote ot many tempta- 
tions, and by conſequence 
of many vices , is cut of the 
minde is made more ſit to 
conuetſe day ly with Almi- 

hey Good, with great com- 
— & fruit from home 
it conce iueth all its good, 
fiõ w hence al Saints for the 
moſt part haue deriued the 
begining of a ſpiritual life, 
BY faſting, I meane not ſugh 

faſting, as ſhould weaken 
| or 


1 i % 1 N * 
ys "NF l 83 oy 0 1 

- Y ; . : . 4 

oF Q 5 1 A 4 

_—_ of 3 F % — 4 
” $4 ＋ by 4 * * 
„„ 
4s 1 


ãs not a perfect ve tue of it 
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or ĩmpa ire nature: but ſuch 
whecrby the body becomes 
more healthfull, the mind 
more quicke, and the con- 
cupiſcence more ſubĩect. 
S. Hiezome commendeth 
greatly this exerciſe in his 
$. Epiſtle to Demetriades , de 
cuſtodia virginit. Atcer (laith 
he) diligent taking heed 
of impure thoughts , you 
muſt put on the ornament 
of faſting , and ſing with 
Dauid, I haue bumvlcd my 
ſoule in fafting, &c. And 
then afterwardes . Faſting 


{clie, but the foundation of 
O3 others 


Cant aca” 


EINE i So 2 i, WE 


a Fo * ; 5 32 2 * ot * 4 ay! £268 2 7 * « g 4 * > * * W ; 
. 33 77 Je ( Ä Ot : . 8 „ 8 
n „ r — 2 Ch or ng do. * * r * , 3 5 . ** 3 
e e n — 7ꝗͥCC Moc 3 8 „„ & A: 8-6? © "i 
„5 BE Ie OT ne rg Lp . 1 * ARES. 1 r * A CXC SE ICH 


co ET 


162 The Treaſure 
others, and is both ſancti- 
fication & chaſtity, with- 
out which no man thall 
euer lee God. It affoardeth 
ſtaires to ſuch as wil aſcend 
to the rop; & yet if it ſhould 
be alone, it is not ſuffici- 
ent to crowne a virgins & c. 
In which words it is to 
be noted, that faſting is te- 
armed by S. Hierome, Sanct ĩ- 
fication, and Chaſtity of o. 
ther vertues . It is called 
Sanctiſication, becauſe it 
maketh others vertues flo- 
riſh, and works their effect: 
the bettet; and by this mea- 
nes it ſanctifieth. 
| þ Te 
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It is called Chaſtity, be- 
canfc it procureth eleane ſſe 
of body and hart, wheria 
conſiſt all other vertues, 


Without which no man 
ſpall ſee God. 


And that th is faſting muſt 


be moderate, & ſuch as may 
not weaken the body, but 
refreſn & quickẽ the mind, 
S. Ierome warneth vs in theſe 


words, when he ſaith: Nei- 


ther do I preſcribe to yow 
immoderate faſt ing. or ſuch 
abſlinences , as ſhould be 
altogether without meat, 
by which bodyes that are 
tender and delicate may be 


O4 quickly 
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164 The Treaſure 
quickly broughtout of he- 
alth, and grew ſicke, be- 
fore they baue layde the 
foundation of this holy 
conuerſation . 

S. Ambroſe in his firſt book 
of virgias iaith , hat the 
2 of meate, and ab- 

inence from drinke, ma- 
keth a man to be ignorant 
of vice; for it maketh him 
to be ignorant ot the cauſes 
therof. Therfore let this be 
rather a faſt of ſobriety the 
affliction. 

Prayer alſo, vader which 
is conteyned the meditatio 
of heauenly things, and the 

| N my ſteries 
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myſterics of our faith , is 
principally neceflary.Firſt, 


becauſe by this wee mult 
obteyne dayly ſupply of 
Grace , wherby we may 
both rcfilt temptations and 
fulfill Gods divine Com- 
mandements, and perſeue- 
xc to the end: wher fore our 
Lord warneth vs, that we 
alwayes pray, to wit ,as 
much as conucniently we 
may, and as far forth as the 


fraylty, and neceſſary affai- 


res of this world will per- 
mit vs: for our perſeuer an- 


ndeth Cr 
pe on Prayer. 
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166 The Treaſure 
Secondly by Prayer & 
Meditation we liſt vp our 
mynd to Almighty God , 
we place our ſelues in his 
ſight and preſencc; wee cõ- 
ſider his ua ieſty, his Power, 
and his Wiſedome , his 
Goodnes & his providence, 
his Mercy and his Iuſtice; 
we adore him, and praile 
him, we giue him thankes 


and blefle him; there we 


deale with him about the 

buſines of our Salvation , 

and call to mynd allthings 

which he hath both done 
and ſuffered for vs. 

For this caule eſpecially, 

a Vire 


2 Virgin muſt abandone 
Marriage and ſecularity, & 


imbrace the ſtate of boly 


Virginity , according to 
the Apoſtole, to wit, that 
ſhe may thinke of theſe 
things which belonge to 
our Lord ,that ſhe may be 
holy in body and ſpirit, that 
ſhe may behaue her ſelfe 
worthily in the preſence & 
conuerſation of Almighty 
God, that ſhe may ſticke ſo 
cloſe vnto him, that ſhe 
may neuer bedrawn away: 
and as our Interpreter tran- 
ſlateth it, that ſhe may haue 
free leaue to beſeech any 
ä thing 
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168 The Treaſure | 
thing of our Lord, without 
h inderance. 

Hcere are delights and 
ſpirituall comforts; in this 
conſiſteth as it were the Pa- 
radife of out ſoules;by theſe 
things our conuetſation is 
in heauen, and we are made 
to enioy the ſociety of An- 
gels: withont thele what- 
ſoeuer we do, is dry & bar- 
ren, for all comfort and ſpĩ- 
ritvall ioy proceedeth from 
the attentiue conſideration 
of diuine matters. 

From whence it com- 
meth, that tholcwho apply 
not themſclues with great 

loue 


1 
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loue and deſire, to Prayer 
and Meditation, they mult 
needs remaine dry , or at 
leaſtwile they (hall neuer 
taſt che moſt excellent de- 
lights of the ſpirit. By Pray- 
er & meditation the mind 
is exercyſed, aud groweth 
zealous in the fund ion & 
habit of other vertues, be- 
cauſe the guift of grace is 
more aboundantly obtey- 

ned by it, whereby the la- 
bour of vertue is made more 

caly and delightfull. 
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170 The Treaſure © 

way of thy commaunde- 
ments, Whilſt thou dila- 
tedſt my hartwith ioy. And 
why ? becauſe the yanity 
of the world, & the worth 
of vertue, and the Charity 
of God, and the reward of 
life to come; are ſhewed 
therby vnto y: . The conſi- 
dcration of all which, muſt 
needs greatly ſtir vs vp to 
all offices of vertue,and to a 


diligent care of our owne 


ſaluation | 
Reading of Spirituall 
bookesallo is commended 


by the holy Fathers , and 


commeth very neere tothe 
| exerciſe 
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exerciſe of Prayer. For «8 
by Prayer we obtcyne the 
conuerſation euen of God 
himſelfe;ſo do we it alſo 
by reading of ſpirituall 


books. Whereupon Iſiderus 


in his 3. booke of Sentences 
the 8 Chap . ſaith ; Who 
al wayes wil conuerſe with 
God, muſt pray often, and 
read much ;for when we 
pray, we ſpeake ſamiliatly 
vnto God, but when we 
read, he ſpeaketh ynto vs. 

And afterward be ad- 
deth, that Spirituall profit 
alſo procee deth from pray- 


ing and reading. 
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Laſtly handy-worke-is 
greatly commeded, for this 
is an eſpeciall and beneſi- 
ciall Exerciſe for three 
things. The firſt is, therby 
ſomewhat to releaſe and 
refreſh our minde ; for we 
cannot alwayes attend to 
read or pray , but it is 
needfull to recreate our 
minde by intermixirg- of 
labours ſometymes betw ee, 
leaſt we ſhould be over- 
wearyed: and this is done 
moſt conueniently by out- 
ward imployments , in 
which the mind is little or 
nothing at all buyſied. 
Whence 
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22 followeth: 
that this manner of variety 
becommeth moſt gratefull 
to our weake and changea- 
ble Nature, and hath beene 
vſed in all ages by men and 
women, ſuch as were holy; 
and likewiſe jt helpeth to 
auoyd idlenes, which is eſ- 
pecially to be taken heed 
of, by all ſuch as endeauout 
to attaine to the perfection 
of a deuout and holy life. 
For as S. Ierome in his Epiſtle 
to Demetriades ſayth, there 
is nothingmore hurtfull co 
any deuout purpoſe then 


Idlenes, which doth not 
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174 The Treaſure ; 
only omit to get new per- 
feRio,but alſo waſteth that 
which was gotten before, 
And Bleſſed Ignatius ſaith , 
Otium omnium maloram Oc. 
Idlenes is ſaid to be the be- 


ginning of all miſchiefe; 


for a minde that is not im- 
ployed, is open to all ſug- 
geſtions and impreſſions of 
the diuell. 


Wherby ſometymes it 


commeth to paſſe, as Seneca 


witneſſeth, that although 
the body be guiltleſſe, yet 
the mind being idle, falleth 


into a thouſande ſorts of 


lewdneſſe. Wherfore it is 


good 


of Chaſtity, 175 
good to be alwaies doing 
of ſomewhat, and to im- 
ploy our minds about one 
good action or other, that 
the diuell may alwayes find 
vs buſy. 8 

Laſtly it is beneficiall 
for the health of our body, 
and to giue good example 
allo, and to releeue others. 
For no Almes is ſo pleaſing 


ſo acceptable, as that which 
is earned by our ovrne la- 
bours, S. Hierome dilcourſeth 
at large of this point in his 
epiſtle to Demetriades, which 
for breuities ſake TI omit. 
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176 The Treaſare 
It reſteth now to ſpeake 
of che third , to wit of the 
vſe of their Riches, Holy 
Fathers ſeedowne the man» 
ner at large, how amongſt 
Virgins, thoſe who are 
wealthy ſhold imploythcix 
meanes; to wit, not in ſu- 
perfluous apparell, not in 
banquetting and plcaſures, 
not in adorning their bo- 
dyes, not in lewels, pearles, 
rings, bracelets, not in rich 
& curious houchould-ſtuff, 
not in riot and exceflc of 
brauery aboue their neigh» 
bours; but in the ſuccour & 
telcifcofthe poore, and of 
f | ſuch 
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ſuch as sreſeruantsof God. 

S. Cyprian in his booke 
De diſciplina & babitu / iginum, 
diſcourſcth at large vpon 
this thing: I will only al- 
leadge one ſentence for Ste 
uityes ſake: Locupletem te dice 
Sc. Thou boaltelt (quoth 
he) chat thou art wealthy 


and rich, and thou thinkeſt 


that it behooueth thee to 
vic the riches which God 
hath permitted thee to poſ- 
ſeſſe. Do fo, viſe them, but 
ler it be in ſuch thinges as 
may : oncerne the health of 
thy ſoule. Vſe them, but in 
that which God hath com- 

maun- 
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x78 The Treaſure 
maunded thee to vſe them 
& in which he hath ſhe w- 
ed thee & taught thee how 
to doe Let the poore ſind 
thee to be rich, and thoſe 
that are needy petceaue the 
to be wealthy. Put out thy 
Patr imony to vſe, into the 
handes of Almighty God. 
Giue meate vnto Chriſt, 
that it may be lawfull for 
thee toſuſtaynctheglory of 
thy Virginity . And to the 
end that it may be rewar- 
ded by our Lord, beg it of 
him by the prayers of ma- 
ny. Lay vp thy treaſures 
there, where no thiefe can 
dig 
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of Chaſtity. - 179 
dig them out, where no 
wait-layer , or night · rob- 
ber can breake through. 
Purchaſe to thy ſelfe dollel. 
ſions, but let them be of 
heauen, where neither ruſt 
ſhall eate, nor hayle fall v- 
pon, nor Sunne burne, nor 
rayne corrupt thy fruites, 


they being continuall and 


cucrlaſting , free from the 
touch of ſecular abuſe &c, 

And S. Hierome in his 
Epiſtle to Demetriades layth: 
Conſidere mus c. Let vs con- 


ſider how wilely Wiſdome 


it ſelf hath ſpoken: Sell what 
thou 14ſt, To whome is this 
commanded 
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180 The Treeſure 
commanded? lo wit, to 


him to whome it is ſayd: 


If thou wilt be perſect, ſell 
not a part of thy goods, but 


all. And when thou haſt 


ſould them , what follow- 
eth? Giue them to the poor, 
not to the rich, not to thy 
Neighbors who are weal- 
thy, not to maintaine ex- 
ce ſſe, but to ſuffice neceſſity. 
Whether he be a Prieſt, or 
thy cozen, or kinlman, thou 
ſhalt conſider in him no o- 
ther relpect but his poverty. 
Let thebowels of thoſe that 
are hungry, not the fat bau- 
quets ot thoſe that ſurfet re- 

ccaue 


: 


et for all this it is 
ootrthenicaning of S. Hie- 


rem, that if a Virgin entreth 


net into Religiõ, che ſhould 
de pt ĩue cher elle, of that 
which: is necdfull for her 
ſelfe to; liue un in good ſor:; 
but that ſhe beſtow, therelt 
which fhe -hath- ſuperflu- 


ous, lot the vſe of the poore, 


& thatlaſter the manyer 
which che judgeth to be 
moſt to the honout of God. 

S. Cyprian before mentio- 
ned gocthyet fer ward, ſpea- 
king to thaſe who having 
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very rich & wealthy, thus: 
But there be ſome rich wo- 
men & very wealthy, who 
ill ſet out, and ſhew their 
ſtore, & ſay, that they muſt 
vie their owne goods. Let 
thele firſt vnderſtand, that 
ſhe is rich, who is rich in 
God ; that ſhe is wealthy 

who is wealthy in Chriſt; 

that thoſe be goods indeed, 
which be ſpirituall, diuine, 
and — „which lead 
vs to cod, hich with ſted- 
faſt poſſeſſion remaine to 
vs when we be with God. 
But whatſoever things are 
earthly, gottẽ in this world, 
and 


" of Chaſtiy __ 133 
and heere to remaine with- 
in the world, they muſt be 
contemned as well as the 


world it ſelf, whoſe pomps 


and pleaſures we doe then 
renounce, when with & 
better pace, we come to- 
wards God. S. Iohn doth ex- 
hort and ſtir vs vp, conte - 
ſting with his ſpiritvall & 
heauenly voice: Do not, ſaĩth 
he, loue the world nor theſe things 
which are in the world. If any 
man loue the world, the Charity 
of the Father ts not #4 him, be- 
caa ſe all that is in the world is 
the concupiſcence of the flesh, and 


the concupiſcence of tbe eyes, and 
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the ambition of the waild, which 


is not of the Father, but of the 
concupiſcence of the world. And 
the worli hall paſſe aud the con · 


cupiſcerce tberof. But be that doth 


the will of God abideth for euer, 
euen 48 God abideth ſor euer. 
Whcreforc eternal 8 
diuine thinges are to be 
ſought after, and all things 
are to. be done accordivg to 
Gods will, that ſo we may 
follow the footſteps of our 


Lord, and his divine ex- 


examp es, who did warne 
vs and (ay: I deſcended ua from 
beauen to do myne owne wall, but 
the will of him that ſem me. 

Now 


of c.. 1 
Nd it the ſetuant be not 
greater then his Maiſter, & 
he that is made free oweth 
duety to his deliuerer, we 
that deſire to be Chriſtians, 
muſt imitate that which 
Chriſt did. It is written, 
it is read, it is heard, and for 
our example celebrated by 
the Churches mouth. He 
that ſayth, he abideth in 
Chriſt, ought euen as he 
walked, himſelfe allo to 
walke. We muſt therefote 
walke with equal ſteps, we 
muſt endeauour, to follow 
his paces. Then doth the 
following of the Truth, an- 


3 


K o PRO I q 
* m _—_—  — 
. 4 8 — — IP" „ * Wu 
N n Ke ho r R e * 
* 2 2 e ä 


ſwere 


nr 8887 


1136 The Treaſure 


fwere to the Faith of the 
name, and reward: is giuen 


to him that velicucth, whe 


that which is belicued i is 
alſo done 
Thou fayſt, that thou 
art wealthy and rich: but 
S. Paul doth obiect againſt 
thy riches, and preſct ibe 
with his wordes, that thy 
trimming. and decking, 18 
to be moderated by an vp- 
righteous end. Let women 
ſayth be, with ſhamfaſtnes 
and modeſty adorne them- 
{clues, not in planes hayre, 
nor gold, nor pretious ſtons 
nor gorgeous apparell , but 
as 


1:0 1 Chaſiity. 187 
as itbecõmeth women pro- 
miſiog chaſtity by good 
conuerſation. S. Peter like- 
wiſe doth conſent with 
theſe precepts and ſay: Let 
there be ina woman, not 
the out werd deeking of fai- 
reucs, ox if gold or of good- 
ly garmentes, but the trim- 
miog of the hart. New if 


theſe Men do admoniſb vs, 


that euen thoſe women , 
who ate wont to excuſethe 
adorning of themſelues for 
their husbads ſaks, are to be 
reſtrained, and modcrated 
by religious obſeruation, 
according to Eccleſiaſticall 
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188 The Treaſure 
diſciplin: how much more 


expedient is ĩt that aViigin 
ſhould obſerue the lame? 
Who deſerueth no pardon 


of this her trimming, nei- 


ther can ſhe caſt-iher fault, 
vpon another but ſhe her 
ſelfe muſtbeare aH the bla- 


me. $43 31S! 7; 5 


Thou 4oft lay, that thou 
art wealthy and rich: but 


not all that may, ought alſo 
to be done. Neither muſt 


Inotrdinate deſires, and ſuch. 
as ſpring vp out of the am- 
bition of the world, be ex- 
tended beyond the honeſty 
& ſhamfaſtnes ofa Virgin. 

2 tor 
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for ſo much as it is writen: 


All thinges ate la wfull, but 


all thinges are not expedi- 
dient. All things are law- 
full, but all thinges da not 
edify. But if thou adorne 


thy ſelle ouerſumptuouſly, 


and go abroad ; lo as al men 


may note thee, and gravy: 
the c yes of young men to 


regard thee, and make them 


ſigh aftet thee and nourich 
their vnlawtuil appetite to 


defire thee, and kindictheir 
fire to longeaftcr: thee, in 
fuch ſore , that albeit thou 
periſh not thy ſelfe yet thau 


art the tuinc of others, and 
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ſhew thy ſelfe as a lord ot 
poyſon to thoſe that looke 
on thee; thou canſt not be 
excuſed;, as if thou were 
chaſt and honeſt in mind. 
Thy wanton attyre, and 
diſhoneſt trimming doth 
reprehend thee; neither 
canſ thou be.numbred a- 
mongſt the Damſels & Vir- 
gins of Chriſt, who doſt 
Iiue lo, as if how wouldeſt 
be loucd . 
L hou doſt ſay that thou 
art wealthy — rich ; but 
it beſeemeth not a virgia 
to vauut of herriches, be- 
cauſe holy ſcripture ſaitb: 
What 
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what good hath our pride 
donne vnte vs, or what 
profit hath the. vaunting 
of riches brought vs? All 
thoſe things or paſt away 
like a ſhadow . And againe 
the Apoſtle doth admoniſh 
vs and ſay: And they that 
buy, let them be as though 
4 — y poſſeſſed e 
x — vſe this world, 

though they vſed it not ua 


the ſigute of this world pal- 


ſeth a way. S Peter alſo vnto 
w home our Lord e mmẽ- 
ded his ſheepe to feed, and 
to defend them , and vpon 
whome he ſet and 1 

is 
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his Church, did:deniethar 
he hadeither gold or ſiluer, 
ſaying that he was rich in 
the grucecof Chriſt and 
wealthy in his faith and 
power zby which he could 
do ſtrauge and miraculous 
thiogs, and by which be 
abouded in ſpitituall goods 
to attain the grace of glory. 
The ſegoods and riches ſhe 
can not paſſe ſſe; Whoide- 
ſireth to be eſtecmed rich; 
rather to the world than to 
Chriſt. Thusfar 8. Cyprian. 
Phe fourth is her con- 
nerſation, wherein the ho- 
ly Fathers preſcribe to Vir- 
gins 


of-Chaſtity% 193 
glas, that they muſt avoyd 


frequentation of marriages 


peblique.banquettings , & 
the company and conuerſa- 


tion of ſecular perſons, eſ- 


pecially ot ſuch are light in 
their behauiour, aud arc 
giuen vnto the world; and 
that ſhe ſhould conueiſe 
with mogeſt and deuout 
Women. we 4 | 

So ſaith S. Cyprian in the 


place aboue cyted, Quoſdam 


non pudet nubẽtibus inter ſe & c. 
Some ( quoth he) are not a- 
ſhamed to be preſẽt at Mar- 
riages, and in that liberty of 
lalciuiqus talke, to chatte 
bs R with 
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194 The Treaſure | 
wirh the reſt, and mingle 
now and then, impure & 
diſhoneſt ſpeaches; to heare 
that which is not fitting to 
be heard; nor lawfull to 
ſpeake aga ineʒyea and to be 
euen preſent at laſeiuious 
conferences, and drunken 
banquets, by which the 
fuell of Luſt is kindled, 
The Bride now accuſto- 
med to the patience of hea- 
ring vachaſtnes, and the 
Bridegrome to be the more 
eudacicus, hat place is it 
then to be at Marriages , for 
ſuch a one whole minde is 
ncuer to be marryed ? And 
though 
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f Chaſtiiy. 195 
though ſhe . both in 
body & mind a virgin, yet 
by her eates, and eyes, ſhe 
bathloſt part of that which 
ſhe had before. 

po Hierome likewiſe in his 
epiſt. toDemetriades. Decliae 
and auoyd { ſaith he) the 
huſbands of Matrons, ſuch 
as ſerue the world, for feare 
leaſt thy mind be croubled ; 
and thou heare either what 
the "huſband ſayth to the 
wife ,-or the wife to the 
dubai tor ſuch Confe- 
rences ate poyſon vnto o- 


thers. Chooſe women that 


are graue, and eſpecially 
. Wid- 


e 
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Widdowes and Virgins to 
be thy companions, whole 
conucrlation is approued to 


be gbod, their ſpeaches well 
gouernecʒ & their out ward 
modeſty preſages their {ane 
ctity within. Auoyd the 
wantonnes and immodeſty 
of yong Maydes, Who at- 
tire their heads ſtangely 
 weare lockes at theit cares, 
make their sxynne ſmooth 
by art, paint, weare ſtraite 
bodies, and flecues., muſt 
not haue a wrinkle in their 


cloathes , weare cteaking 


ſhoes, and all thisforſooth, 
that vader the name of a 
| Mayde, 
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Mayde, they may ſeeme the 


more ſalable. For the com- 


portment and 'inclination 
of the Miſtteſſe, is oftenty- 
mes iudged aud proportio- 
ned, by that of the wayting 
woman, and ſuch as they 
keep company withal &. 


S. Hierome goeth on thus: 


And this like wiſe a Virgin 
muſt take ſpecially heed 


of, that ſhe neuer talke or 


couerſe at any tyme alone, 
with any man, whether he 


be ſeculat or religious, no 
not ſo much as with her 


ghoſtly Father, withont 


the company of others: but 
u CY let 
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let all things be done open- 


ly, where they may be be- 


held of others. Or it it be 


neceſſaty at any tyme to 


talke with any man with 


in doors, let it not be done, 


vnles ſome other be preſent 
who may ſee al. For it is an 
dy thing for a man, 
thogh be her Confeſſar ius, 
yea religious (& though his 
babit ſhould make him 
ſeeme to be euen of the ſan- 
ctity of 8. Iohn Baptiſt )to 
be alone with a woman 
in a chamber, the doore be- 
ing ſhut, and without any 
other preſent; w hether it be 


under 
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vnder pretenle of Confeſſi- 


on, or any ſpirituall inſtru- 


ion whatiocuer, Let her 
remember that Thamar in 
priuate tor want of preſen- 
ce of others, was rauiſhed 
by her one brother. Let 
her remember that for the 
moſt part all that haue fallẽ 
in this kind, haue done it 
through the neglect of this 
aduice- 

If there were no confe- 
rẽce in priuat, there would 
hardly any diſhoneſty be 
euer committed. T her fore 
this eſpecially is to be ob- 
lerued of a virgin, as a pre- 
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200 The Treafure 
cept, That the keep hetſelfe * 
vndefiled; both before God 

and men 
S. Ambroſe alſo in his 2. bo. 
vpon S.Lukes ghoſpell faith: 
Trepidare virginam et Cc. vir- 
gins ought to ttemble and 
feate, as often as any man 
comes into their preſence, 
ond be affrayde to ſpeake 
vnto any man & c. he ſpea- 
keth of ſuch a one when ſhe 
is alone (for in prĩuate they 
are fite and tow to one ano- 
ther :) and the duell neuer 
more imployert * all his 
ſtrength and endrauour, 
. en at ſuch a a fine), for 
| as feare 
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feare leaſt ſo fit aa occaſion 


ſhould eſcape without be- 
nefit vato him. Sce more 


concerning this matter in 
S. Hierome in his 8.9. 10. 11. 
and 22. Epiſtle. 

Ot any vow of Obedi- 
ence to be made to. ones 
ghoſtly Father, I finde no- 
thing written in holy Fa- 
thers, neither do J indg i ie 
expedient ( vnleſſe i in ſome 
few who are truly perfect, 
& are become cuen maiſters 
as it were, in the way of 
Perfection) by reaſon of 
many diſcommodiryes , 
e may follow . . 

Wher- 
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202 The Treaſare 
Wher fore it is deſcruedly 


forbidde in the Rules of the 


Society of Icſus , that any 


ſuch Vow ſhould be admit- 


ted by any Father of that 


Order. Towhich alſo may. 


be added the ſolemne decre 
of the Prouineiall Councel 
of Mechline which by chaſice 
1 happened vpon lately, 
There in the 5;. tytle the 7. 
Cbap. are theſe words. News 
aliquem ad perpetud &c. No 
Ohoſtly father ſhail bynde 
any one, ncuer to confeſſe 
his ſinnes to any other then 
to him &c. And this Synod 
declareth all ſuch Obliga- 
| tion 
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tion or promiſe, though 
confirmed by yow , to be 
ynreaſonable , indiſcrcet , 
voyd, and of no effect; & 
therefore as far, as it walbe 
needfull, doth by this pre- 
ſent Deciee ordeyne it to 
be ſo. I omit alſo many o- 
ther things which may be 
alleadged for this purpoſe. 
Tbeſe preſcri ar) urs of 
boly Fathers „ik a vi 
keep, liuing in the Dos. en 
ſhe ſhall be happy, and her 
Eſtate and condition ſhall 
come neete to the perfectiõ 
of a Religious life. 
Fa boot 
CHAP. 
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CHAP, VIII. 


VP het her ſingle liſe; conſumed by 


du, may be properly 
called an Eltate, 


: 


Std fart 
Owe ſreme to make 
doubt, Whether ſingle 

1. fe cõfirmed by vo, ou ght 


properly to be called an E- 


ſtate, nor do, I know vpon 


what grounds. Ncuertheles 


it may be eaſily gathered 
out ofthat which hath byn 
ſayd heſore, that this man- 


ner of liuing, may be pro- 


perly called an Eftate, and 
1 10 that 
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that ſuch ai proteſſe the ſam 


may be rightly ſayd to haue 


choſcn , and to be of an E- 
Race... * 


For an Eflate is no- 


thing els, but a manner of 
life, in the which it is pur» 
poled lo to cõtinue, that it 
may not be la wfull to goe 


out therof into another, as 


S. Them 2. 2. queſt, 18 3. and 
other Doctours, doc cuery 
where teach: but yowed 
Cbaſtity or Virgioity is a 
manner of life, wherein it 
is firmely purpoſed to con- 
tinue, lo that it is not la w- 
full to forſake the ſame. & 

eee, 
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marry; therefore it is pro- 
perly an Eſtate, 


Henrique: teacheth the 
ſame in his 12. Qvodlibet, 


v here he ſayth, That the 
eſtate of Virginity or wid- 


dow hood is no leſſe to be 
accounted an Eſtate in the 


Church of God, then the 


Eſtate of Marriage. And 
Caietau affirmeth, that this 


doctrine ot Henriques is true, 


according to the Law, if 
Virginity ot Widdowhood 
be kept, or profeſſed by o- 
bligation of vow, 
And ſurely if there 
be in the Church an pa 
C 
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of Marriage , why ſhould 
there not be alſo an Eſtate 
of Virginity or widdow- 
bood ? If there be an i ſtate 
of thoſe which are wedded, 
why ſhould there not be 
the like of thoſe that liue 
continent, eſpecially when 
S. Cyprian witneſſeth; That 
this is the more beautyſull part or 
portion of Chriſi. It marriage 
- With a mortall man ot wo- 
man, which can conrinue 
but a ſmall tyme, ſetletk a 
man in an Eſtate , why 
ſhould not alſo an cternall 
marriage with Chriſt him- 
lelf, which is neuer to haue 
82 end, 


the one party, mult go out 
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end, effect the ſame ? Thoſe 
who at this prenſent are in 
the ſtate of wediocke, con- 


tinte not longe ther in, but 


after a litle time by death of 


of it, into the eſtate of ſuch 
as liue ſingle: but ſuch at 
are now in the Eſtate of 
thol- that line continent, 
ſhall neuer go out of it, but 


alwayes remaine therein. 


From whence it appeares 
that this is rather, and more 
perfectly to be tearmed an 


Eſtate, then that of Wed- 


locke. | 
Neither doth it availe, 
U that 
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that this vow of perpetuall 
Virginity may be diſpen- 

led with all, and that ther- 
fore this Eſtate ſecmeth not 

to be firme & immoucablc, 
Firſt, becauſe ſuch a d iſpen- 


lation may be only graun- 55 
ted by the Pope himſelfe, 2 


yea is very ſeldome graun- 
ted, and that for matters of 

great importance : other- 
wile ſuch releaſe is not of 

force before Almighty God, 
but that which is only cõ- 

predended ynder the pow- 

er ot the Pope may be law - 
fully thought impoſſible to 

Vs, and therefore it dimini- 

83 ſne th 


ſheth not the immobility 
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or remouall of this eſtate: 
for it is ſufficient, that by vs 
as much as is on our parts, 

it. is firme and immoueable, 
in ſo much that it cannot 
be altered by vs; otherwiſe 
Religion it ſelfe ſhould not 


be an Eſtate, fince the Pope 


may vpon iuſt occaſions of 
great importance, releaſe a 
Religious man from the o- 
bligation of his Order, diſ- 
penſc with his vowes, and 
permit him to marry. 
Sccondly alſo, becauſe 
Marriage is an Eſtate, yet it 


_ be many oO diſſol- 


ued, 


5 
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ved, to wit before Jcarnall 
knowledge of one another, 
by entring into Religion; 
and alſo after the knowledg 


of one another by death of 


the wife, or husband. Allo. 
by the Adultery of the huſ- 


band; the wife hathright 


Marriage it ſelfe is d iſſolued 
euen tocucgy duety & con- 
iugall act, as though it had 
beene no marriage at all. al- 
though the babituall obli— 
gation remaine. 


Finally if it be con- 


tracted in the Eſtate of in- 


fidelity, it may be diſſoluc d, 


84 although | 


of a diuorce, whereby rhe. 
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212 The Treaſure 
although it werewonfuma® 
ted, by copulation it ſo be 
the one be conuerted to the 


Catholike fayth, and the o- 


ther petſeuere in Inſidelity. 
Therefore Wedlacke is tar 
mote eaſily, & more wayes 
d iſſolued, then the yow of 
Virginity:and yet thit hin- 
dteth not, but that it is, and 
may be truc ly called an E- 
ſtate; much leſſe therefore 
mal chat power 3 
it, which coaſiſteth only i 

the authority of the Prince 
of l(pirituall matters, hin- 
der the vow of Virginity of 


eing te armedan Eſtate. 


Third- 
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Thirdly a Cleargy E- 
"ſtate is made a true Eſtate 


by meanes of the Vow of 


Chaſtity, added to holy Or- 
| rica x hath ſufhcient fir- 
meneſſe; and yet the Pope 
may caſi ly take it away, eſ- 
pecially in a Deacon, and 


give him leaue to marry. 


ITbhere fore it followeth &c. 


Laſtly, Seruitude is a 
true Eſtate, according to al 


la wes; and yet at the Mai- 
ſters plesſure , the ſeruant 


may be enfranchiſed, and 


made free: Therefore that 
extrinſecal power of taking 


away any obligatio, which 


con- 
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conſiſteth not in our owne 


powers,doth by no meanes 
impairc the aſſuredneſſe & 
certainty of an Eſtatc . For 
ic is inough, that it is firme 
and immutable on our part. 
Aud the reaſon is, becauſe 
he is ſufficiently ſayd to be 
in an Eſtate, who maketh 
choice of a certaine kinde 
of life, and ſettleth himſelf 
firmely therein , ſo that he 
cannot take any other y- 
pon him diffcrer vnto this, 
but muſt continue therein, 
euen vnto death. But he 


who imbraceth ſingle life, 


and byndeth himſelfe by 


vo 
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yow-vnto it, chooſeth to 


himſelfe a certaine kind of 
life, & ſ@c{tabliſherb him 
ſclte therein, as he cannot 
paſſe out of it, vnto the 
contrary; Therefore he is 
in an Eſtate. 

You will aske perhaps , 
Whether this Eſtate may 
be called an Eſtate of Perfe- 
ionflanſwere, that it is 


not a complete Eſtate of 


PerfcAio, but only in part, 
becauſe it is a notable part 
of the Eſtate of perfect iõfor 
ſome Eſtaces include more, 
& others leſſe. An Eſtate of 
Perfection which i is entire 

and 
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116 The Treqfare 
and complete, includeth al- 


lo the vow of Pouerty and 


Obedience, bath which 
a Virgin vo ing Chaſtity 
inthe world, may alſo after 


her manner; imitate. and 


ſupply before Gd. 


FINIS. 


FLY 

WIDDOWES 

G LASSE.- 
ABRIDGED 


out of the Reverend Father 
Fuluius Androtius , of 
the Society of Teſus, 
and others. 
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220 The Preface. 

fore the hand of our Lord 
bath Hrengthned thee, & 
thou ſhalt be bleſſed for e- 
xer . Thele wordes were 
ſpoken to the holy, ver- 
tuous, and renowned 
Widdow Judith, who for 
her chaſt Widdowhood, 
deſerued to be ſo ſtreng. 
thened of our Lord, that 
ſhe ouer came, and killed 
the great and cruel Holo- 
fernes, delinered the peo- 
ple of Iſraell from tribu- 
lation and death, and re- 
duced 
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peace and tranquil- 


And for this cauſe 

did ſhe alſo deſerue to be 
exalted to the Heauens, 
by laachim the high Prieſt 
who withall the people, 
bleſſed her & ſayd: Thos 
art the glory of H ieruſalẽ, 


thou the ie of Iſrael, thou 


the honour of our people , 

becauſe thou hali done man- 

fully, and thy bart Was 

Rreethned from aboue & c. 
3 
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duced them to their for- 
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222 The Preface 
And beſides allthis for 
her chaſt Widdow hood 
did the merit an euerla- | 
ſting bleſſing from our 
Lord, to wit, aboundan- 
ce Ty all graces in this 
world, and perfect felict- 
ty in heauen 4 71 U 
In like manner al ver- 
tuous Widdows follow= 
ing theſe her traces and 
footſteps ſhall deferue to 
be coforted by our. Lord 
with ſpirituall. graces, 
vertues, and gifts oof the 
holy 


; 
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holy "Ghoſt, in ſuch ſort, 
2 — ſhalbe euer blel. \ 
ſed ad BApPy. if deuout. 
perſeuere in their 
2 & ſhal 
alſo deſerue to ouercome 
& trample the diuell vn- 
der foot, ſignifyed by the 
aforeſayd proud and cru- 
ell Captaine Holofernes. 
And to the end, that they 
may thus conſtantly and 
deunurly perſeuere in the 
holy Eſtate of Contine- 
cy in their widdowhood, 
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224 The Preface. 
wie will, with the help of 
tho holy Ghoſt, ſay ſome- 
thing to this purpoſe , as 

as wel out the holy Scrip. 
turès, as ancient Fathers 
and Hiſtoryes» 
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FP bs are to be accounted truely 
VF :ddowes Wy 


HII are ſayd to be 

three kindes of Cha- 
ſtity, to wit, that of Mar- 
riage, that of Widdowes, 
& that of Virgins 3 al three 
ſignĩ - 
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ſigaityed bythe goodggrofd 
mentioned in the Holy 
Ghoſpcll, wheron the ſeed 
fell: Thefirſt wherof yiel- 


_ ded fruit thirthy fould, the 


ſecond ſixty fould, and the 
laſt an hundred. But they 
who cannot yeild the hun- 
dred- fould fruit, let them at 
leaſt offer vp ſixty, to ſhew 


them(ſcucs more liberall to- 


Wards our Sauiour , 
And for as much as 

all perfection of man con- 

fiſteth in abandoning and 


forſaking carnal and worl- 


dly things, & drawing neet 


and ioyuing himſelfe vnto 


God 


God bis Creatour, loning 
him, fearing him, ſceking 
him, thinking on him, con- 
templating and honouring 
him in euery thing and a- 
ctionʒ this can hardly be af- 
fected in the ſtate of Mar- 
riage, eſpecially by wome, 
who hunting after, & day- 
ly following the delightes 
and plcaſuresof the world, 


archindred thereby, for the 


moſt part, from treading the 
true path which leadeth di- 
rely thereunto . But Wid- 
dowes who are free from 
ſuch cares and troubles,and 


haue a true deſite, may with 
| great 
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228 The yyiddewes glaſſe. 
great eaſe and facility per- 
torme the ſame to their 
great comfort. POLE: 
Now, there be diuers 
ſorts of Widdowes. Some, 
as ſoone as their huſbands 
be dead, purpoſe: ſo marry 
againc, for lome temporall 
comfort and conſolation , 
not hauingany diuine In- 
fpiration to ſerue God Al- 
mighty in that Eſtate, and 
are in danger to offend him. 
Of this ſort of widdowes 
S, Paul ſpeaketh, when he 
ſaith. I will, that the yong wid- 
dowes do marry againe, & become 
wothers of ſamilies, not to gtue oc 
caſion 


/ 
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caſion io the Diucll to teinpt them, 
And this is not ill but ap- 
proucd of all. But when 


a widdow will marry a- 


gaine for any diſordinate 
appetit, or becaule ſhe is 
very rich, or faite, or ſoght 
after by ſome one that is 
placed in a high degree of 
Honour or State, or tor any 
other vicious occaſion, or ill 
end, without doubt this her 
deſire is naught, nor is ſhe 
to be teckoned, or worthily 
called a widdow, as long 
as ſhe remaynes with this 
delſyre, although ſhe do not 
actually marry againe. 
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230 The VFiddowet glaſſe. 
Tnere is another lort of 
widdowes , who though 
they do not purpoſe to mar. 
ry againe at all, cyther for 
that they hauc no dowry, 
or for feate leaſt they hap- 
pen vpon an ill husband, or 
for (ome other ſeeret or ma- 
nifcſt reipe , yet is their, 
manner of life and conuer- 
ſation, not like indeed ynto 
widdoyes : for that they 
will allwayes be gadding 
abroad, tatling, & goſſi p- 
ping, euen with thole who 
be not reputed of the beſt 
edification . And theſe, 
forſootb, will be finely ap- 
| parclled 
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parelled: and though they 


with them; their eyes mult 


be rolling vp and downe, 
they muit go to banquets 


weddings and playes, they 


mut tell tales, heare & tell 


ne wes, & carty themſelues 
euen as meete ſecular, ordi- 
nary, and the worſt ſort of 
people. rheſe are to be auoy- 


ded and ſhunned by all true 


widdowes : and theſe be 


thoſe of whome S. Paul ſpea- 


keth in another place, ſay- 
ing : Take heed of ſuch vonge 
widdowes, for aſter thai the J haue 
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haue veyles, et Will they 
ſcarlely couer their heades 
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232 TheVPuddowes glaſſe. A 
iu ed ntotouſly, and licenttouſly in 


Cbriſt, they will marry, cating 


with them their danination, jor 
that they haue broken and made 
yojd their firſt faith. &c. And 
for theſe it were bettet that 
they did marry againe, then 
liue as they do. 

eee ſort there is , 
who neuer intend, nor do 
indeed marry'againe , but 
liuc chaſtely & vertuoully, 
both in act and deſyre. But 


Jet they do it not for the 


loue of God, but rather for 
ſome bumaine reſpect, as 


for the loue of their childtẽ, 
their goods, or the like. And 
although 
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although according tothe 
eſteeme of the world, they 
line honeſtly, and are re- 
putcd for Venerable Mo- 
thers and Matrones; yet 


are they ww holy dedicated to 


the ſeruice of the world, & 
haue little feeling or guſt 
of ſpirituall things; and do 
but ſeldome frequent the 
Sactaments or ſermons, faſt 


only but when the chureh 


commandeth them, or doe 
imploy themſelues in any 
ot her ſpirituall Exerciſes. 
Theſe I do intreat, by the 
bowelsof Chriſt leſus, that 


they will no longer imploy 
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234 The VViddowes glaſſes, 
the gifts and graces which 


they haue receaued ftõ our 


Lord, to che honour and 
ſer uice of the world, to the 
end they may haue their 


te ward in heauen, and not 


on carth. | WTF $ od, 

There is another ſort of 
Widdowesallo, who make 
a firme purpoſe and deli- 
beration, to conlerue and 
kycptheir chaſtity & ſcrue 
God with all cheir hart: & 


oftheſe there are twokinds. 


One who cannot leparate 
themſclues from their chil- 


dren, or other parents, ei- 


ther for the charge they 
* aa 
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cannot ſo wel liue alone, or 


for ſome neceſſity, or chari- 
ty in gouerning their fami- 


ly: and cheſe although they 


be not wholy free from the 
world, nor are dedicated to 

the ſerhice of God; not- 
withſtanding al the paynes 


and labours they take, they 
doe it principally for the 


loue of God; of whom they 
ſhalbe:rewarded with life 


euerlaſting . Theſe Wid- 
dowes are not any to be re- 
moued, or drawne away 
from this kind of life, but 


are, according to S. Paul, 
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236 TheVFiddowethlaſe, 
greatly tobe honouredand 
eſteemed. 0 
| Theother kind, are 
thoſe Widdowes, who de- 
firous to ſetue God, & may 
commodiouſly ſeparat thẽ- 
ſelues from their parents, 
ft iends, or family; and be 
more frte to attend to pray- 
er and other deuout exerci- 
ſes zyet they will not, tho- 
rough a kind of puſfillani- 
mity, or little courage, or 
els for compaſſion to their 
friendes, or for: ſome other 
reaſon. Neither are theſe 
to be condemned, but eſtee 
med in a ſecond, or third 

degree 
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degree from the tormer . 


The laſt fort ot widdow- 


es, are the true, & worthily 


fo called, Widdowes, who 
diſpatching themſelues of 
al worldly impedimetrs, do 


attend only to the ſeruice 
of God. cõtemplating him, 
and meditating on him day 
and night. And theſe are 
placed in a more quiet and 
peaceable Eſtate, then any 


and are entred into the 
right, and direct way of 
fection. 

In this Eſtate lived that 


Hely Widdowe 4ne the 


Prophcteſſe, 
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of the others aboue named, 
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Propheteſſe, recorded by: 
8. Lithe ; Who is layd to 
haue lerved God in faſting 
& prayer, remaining night 


if ſuch Widdowes , who 
haue a deſire to lite vettu- 
ouſly canot match or come 
neere to S. Anne; yet let the 
come as neere vnto her as 
they can. 

8o as I conclude ies the 
true Widdow , is ſhe, who 


not only conſerues her 


Chaſtity in the world, but 


alſo whatſocucr ſhe doth, 


ſhe doth jt purely for the 
nee and ſeruice of Al- 
mighty 


The VViddowes glaſee. 239 
mighty God. And tor that 
euery Widdow doth not 
know how to exerciſe her 


ſelfe in the truly ſeruing of 


God, vnleſſe ſhe know the 


ſcope and end therof, I pure 


15 heere to ſet downe 
briefly in what manner ſhe 
is to do the ſame, 


CHAP.It, - 
Of the Intention, and Exerciſe 
of a true Y iddom. 


V Hr na Widdow 


hath well conſi- 


dered of her Eſtate & firme 


purpoſe to ſerue God , it is 
neceſſary, that firſt ſhe vn- 
derſtand 
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240 TheVViddewesgolaſſe. 
derſtand what is the end & 
ſcope of this kind of life, 
that conformably therto , 
ſhe may addreſſe all her 
workes and actions. | 
The firſt and principal 
end then is, that not onely 
Widdowes butcuery Chri- 
ſtian alſo ought to liue wel 
and in the feare of God; 
home ſhe tuſt love more 
then her owne ſoule: and 
therefore ſhe maſt labour, 
that by al ber endeauours & 
actions the name of God 
may be euer bleſſed & prai- 
ſed, Chriſtian fayth and re- 
ligion aduanced, and ho- 
nou- 
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noured . This belongeth 


more to Widdowes then to 
many others, who conſe- 
quently muſt be mortifycd, 


and of a chaſt and pure life 5 


For that they hauiog loſt 
their carnall Spouſes, they 
ought to ſeeke for no othet 
but their Spouſe Chriſt Je- 
ſus, So as a trucly deuout 
Widdow ought ſo to infla- 
me her hart with the zeale 
of Gods honour, that (he 
ſhould chooleratherto dye, 
then that by ber means, her 
Spouſe Would be any way 
diſhonourcd. 
Sccondly ſhe ought with 
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242 The FViddowes gl 
as great zeale leek and pro- 
cure her owne ſaluation, 
conſidering that he is not 
alwayes to remayne in this 
world, becauſe it isorday- 
ned for al men once to dye, 
and then of neceſſity, to go 
either to heauæ, or to intel - 
lerable torments in Hell, 
or Purgatory. And there- 
fore hauing as it were, loft 
and forgone all the Conſo- 
lations of this trapſitory 
world, ſhe muſt force ber 
ſelf, to get & conſetue thoſe 
that be celeſtiall, and euer- 
laſting, | 
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Fuer, 
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CHAP. III. 


Documents for VViddowes out of 
8. Paul. 


AIN T Paul wryting to 
Timothy (ayth : Honour 
VViddowes, He meaneth ſuch 
Widdowes wholiue vertu- 
oully according to the rule 
of Widdow-hood, that is 
to lay, to gouerne wel their 
families, not onlytheir chil- 
dren, or their kinſſolkes, 
but * theit ſubiects, in- 
ſtructingt hem in good life, 
manners aud vertue , and 
when it is needfull to re- 
prehend and correct them. 
X 2 Secondly 
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e. 
Secondly he ſayth, I bat 
Widdowes ought to hope 
in Cod, to truſt in his mere 
cy; in him alone to ſeeke 


fer Comfort and conſolati- 


on , hauing dayly their 
mind eleuated in God in al 


humility , praying often, 
and imploring his divine 
ayde to preſerue them from 


all euill, to forgiue them, 
(and all ſinners) their ſins, 
to repleniſh them with his 
gifts and greces, and laſtly 
to guide them to cternall 


felicity. 


Thirdly he ſayth, That 
a VViddow cntertayning 
: World- 
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wer & carnall conſola- 
tions, & paſling her dayes 
in mirth, ioylity, & yanity 
is accompted tor dead. For 
although the liue according 
to the body, yet is ſhe dead 
according to the ſpirit; nor 
can ſhe once do any goed or 
meritorious work, worthy 
of heauen, 

Fourthly, he comman. 
deth thus es, That they 
ſhould be irreprehenſible in 


all their words and deeds; 


that is to ſay, that in all 
their actiõs they giue good 
example, & that they keep 
themſclues, not only from 
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246 ThePPiddowes ęlaſſe. 
cõmitting of mortal crims, 
but cuen from the leaſt ve- 
niall ſinnes that may be. 
Whence it followes, that 
if they liue vertuouſly, hũ- 
bly, in feare and vigilancy, 
it may be laid of them , as 
it was ſaid of Iuduh, that 
moſt noble and deuout wid- 
dow, That neuer was there foiid 
en man who ſpake euill oſ her. 
Fiftbly he (ayth, T hat 
the Widow ought to think 
vpon thoſe things that be- 
long vnto God, to the end 
ſhe may be holy & ſanctify- 
ed in body and ſpirit &. 
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CGMP. 


The prayſe of VViddowhood , out 


of S. Hicrome, 


8 AI NT Hierome, a mon oft 
the reſt of Ancient Fa- 
thers, is not the laſt, nor 


leaſtthat hath pray ſed id- 


dowhood z Bay | may lav 0 
he hath exalted the ſame a- 
boue many, if not abouse all 
the reſt. And to begin firtt 
with an Epiſtle of his to 
Furia , a Noble yo Lady 
and widdow of Rome, 
thus he wryteth vnto her in 
comendation of the crown 
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248 The VPiddowes aſe. - 
You dcfire in vour leiter, 
and bumbly intreate me, 
that I will en vou, 
or rather write vnto you 
in what manner you may 
liue, & conſetue the crowne 
of widdow hood, without 
any blemiſh of the honour 
of your geod Name. My 
mindreioiccth,my bowells 
do daunce , my affection 
doth leape, becauſe you de- 
fire to be luch after your 
huſbandsdeath, as your mo- 
ther Titiana of holy memory 
vw as a long time! her buſbad 
lining . Her praiers and de. 
uotions are heard. She hark 
obtai- 
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obtained in her onlydaugh- 
ter, that which ſhe poſleſſed 
whileſt ſhe liued. 

You haue moreouer a ve- 
ry great Priuiledge ot your 
Anceſtours, that euen from 


Camillus, either none at all, 


or very few women of your 
ſtocke was married the ſe. 
cond time: ſo that you are 
not ſo much to be praiſed, 

if you remain a widdowzas 
to be deteſted, if being a 


not that, which heathen 
women for ſo many ages 
haue obſerued. Ifay nothing 
of Paula & Euftochit , — 
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of your family, leaſt I may 
ſceme to take occaſion by 
the exhorting of you, to 
praiſe them. let paſſe Bleſila 
which following her hus- 
bad your brother, in a ſhort 


ſpace of life, fulfilled many 
yearcs of vertue. 


And I would to God 
that men would imitate the 
praiſes of women, & wrin= 
ckled ould age would per- 
forme that Which volun- 


tary youth doth offer. Wit- 


tingly & williogly I thruſt 
my hand into the fire. Many 
countenances wil frowne, 


many armes will be read | 


abioad, 
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abroad, and angry Chremes 
will rage with his foa- 
ming mouth. Many great 
perſonages will be incenſed 


againſt my Epiſtles: the 
hole company of Nobles 


will thunder out, and lay 
Jam witch that I am a 
ſedueer, worthy to be ba- 


niſhed from all ciuili com- 


mon wealthes . Let them 
adde, if they will, a Sama- 


ritane alſo ,that J may ac- 


knowledge my Lords title, 

Sureſiy, I do not deaide 

the daughter from ber fa- 

ther Neither do Iſay that 

of _ go, Suffer the 
dead. 
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252 The PV1ddowes glafſe. 
to bury the dead. For w ho- 
ſocuer belecucth in Chriſt 
Iineth, and whoſocuer be- 
leueth iu him ,ought ſurely 
to walke, cucnas he wal- 
ked . Honour your father, 
but ſo, as he ſeuere you not 
from your true father. So 
long acknowledg the linck 


of your bloud, bow long he 
acknowledgeth his Crea- 
tour. For otherwiſe Dauid 


will preſently fing vnto 
you: Hcare O daughter , & 
ſce , and incline thine eare, 
and forgetthy people, and 
the houſe of thy father: and 
the King will deſire thy 
t beauty 
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beauty, becauſe he is thy 


Lord, tuy God, and thy 
King. | 


Q great reward of for- 


getting ones Father! The 
King wildeſite thy beauty: 


becauſe thou haſt heard, be- 


cauſe thou haſt ſeene, be- 
cauſe thou haſt inelined thy 


care, & forgot thy people 
and tie houſeof thy Laker: 


therfore will the King de- 
ſire thy beauty, and will lay 
vntothee: Thou are al faire, 
O my Deate, and there i; 
no ſpotte in thee. What 
thing more faire then the 
loule, Which is called the 

1 daughter 
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254 The VViddowes glaſſe. 
daughter of God, and ſee- 
keth no forraine ornamets? 
ſhe belecueth in Chriſt, and 
with this ambition ſhe 
goeth to her ſpouſe, havin 
the ſame to her Lord, an 
to her lpouſe, 4 
What miſeries - marĩage 


baue, you haue learned in 


marriage it ſelfe and you 
haue bene filled with that 
which you longed for, euen 


vnto loathſomenes. Your 
iu wes haue tryed molt bit- 
ter choler, you haue caſt out 


hoſe lower & vn holſom 
meates, you haue eaſed your 
boyling ſtomake. Why wil 

n 
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you yet throwe in againe 
that which once was hurt- 
full vnto you? The dogge 
returneth to his vomit, and 
the ſow againe to her wal- 
lowing in the mire. The 
very brute beaſtes, & reſtles 
birdes, do not fall the ſecõd 
time into the lame ſnares & 
nettes. $636, 

Do you feare leaſt the 
family of the Furij be extin- 
guiſhed, and leaſt your fa- 


ther haue not a babe by 
you, which may creepe in 
bis boſome, and be ſlauer his 


necke ? What, I pray you? 
haue all which arc matied, 
12 childre? 
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children? And thoſc chil- 


dren which they haue, do 


they alwaies anſwete to 
their kinred ? Yea ſurely Ci- 
ceroes lonne did reſemble 
his fathers eloquence: and 
Cornelia your Aunceſtteſſe, 
an example of honcſty and 
fecundity,bad much joy of 
the Gracchi her ſonnes . It is 
ridiculous to hope of a cer- 
tainty for that, which both 
many haue not had, & haue 
loſt 5 once they had it. 

To whom wil you leaue 
lo great riches ? To Chriſt 
who cannot dye. Who ſhall 
be your heite ? he which is 


allo 
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alſo my Lord. Your father 
will mourne, but Chriſt 
will reioyce; your family 
will be ſorowfull, but the 
Angels will be ioyfall. Let 
your father do what he wil 
with his lubſtance: you are 
not his, by whom you were 
borne, but his by whom 


you were borne againe, and 


v ho redee med you with an 
excccding great price, euen 
With his bloud, __ 

So far, ould good 8. 
Hierom. Where you {ce what 
eſteeme he maketh of Wid- 
dowhood, yea in a young, 
noble, and beautifull Lady. 
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258 The Vyiddomes glaſſe. 
And no leſſe doth he iu an- 
other Epiſtle of his to Mar- 
cells, commending the cou- 
rage and refolution of Ble. 


fila a young & Noble wid- 


dow allo. Thus then he 
writeth to Marcella of Bleſil- 
la her ficknes. 

Abraham is tempted in 
his ſoane, & is found more 
faithfull , loſeph is ſould 
into Ægipt, that ſo he may 
feed his father & brethren, 
Ezechias is terrified with 


bis death at hand, and diſ- 


folued into teares, hath his 
life prolonged for fifteene 
yearcs , Peter the Apoſtle is 
vo afflicted 
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afflicted, with our Lords 
paſſion, and weeping bit- 
terly, he heareth; Feed my 


| theepe . Paul a rauening 


woolf , and another young 
Beniamin is ſtroken blind 
in a traunce, that he may 
rect iue his ſight: and being 


compaſſed with a ſuddaine 


horrour of darknes , calleth 
him Lord, whom before he 
per ic cuted as man. 

Euen ſo now, O Marcella, 
we haue ſeene our louing 
Blefila thirty daes continu- 
ally to haue bene tormented 


with the burning of an 


apuc , that ſhe might learne 
Y 4 to 
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to reĩect the delights ot ihat 
body which ſhortly after is 
to be conſumed with wor- 
mes. To her alſo came our 
Lord leſus , and touched 
her hand, and behould ſhe 


[riſing , now ſcrueth him. 


d he ſauoured ſome what of 
negligence : and being tied 
wich tbe bandes of riches, 
ſhe lay in the ſepulcher of 


the world. But leſus gro- 


ned, and being trouble d in 
ſpirit,cried out: ;leſila, come 
forth. Who aroſe hen (be 
was called, and being come 
forth, nowiittch at the ta- 
ble with our Lord. | 

Let 
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Let the lewes threaten 
and ſwell „let them ſeeke 
to murder her who hath 
bene railed vp againe zand 


let the õly apoſtles reioyce. 


She knoweth, that ſhe 
owetb her life vnto him, 
Who did reſtore it, She 
knoweth that ſhe ẽbraceth 


his feete, whoſe judgment 


lately Che feared. Her body 
lay almoſt dead: and death 
approaching did ſhake her 
gaſping members. Where 
were then the helpes of her 
kinred ? where were then 
the wordes full of vanity ? 
She oweth nothing voto 

thee 


T sursse 
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thee O yogratefull Led; 
which dyi.zg te the world 
is reuiued ynto Chriſt, 


reioyce: he that is angry, 
ſheweth that he is no Chri- 
ftian . 

A widdow looſed from 
the bond of marriage, nee- 
deth nothing but perſeue- 
rance: But doth the courſe 
garment offend any perſon? 
let Iohn offend him, then 
whom, amongſt the fonnes 
of women there was none 
greater: who — called 
an Angell , baptizcd our 
Lord himſclfe, for he alſo 

| WAS 


Who is a Chriſtian, let him 
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was cladd with a Camells 
skynne, and girded with a 
girdle ot hayrc . Do groſſe 
meates diſpleaſe them? no- 
thing is more groſſe then 
locuſts. Let thoſe women 
rather offend Chriſtian cics 
who with verniſh and co- 
lours paint their cies, and 


cheekes: whole plaiſtered 


coutenance deformed with 
ouermuch ſhining,doth re- 
ſemble Idols. V ho if they 
happen for want of heed to 
let fall a teare, it trickleth 
downe in a furrow: whom 
not ſo much as the very 
number of their yeares can 
perſwade 
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petlwade that they are old: 
who with other folkes hair 
ſet forth their head: and 
paint out in aged wrinckles 
their youth foreſpent: who 
finally preſence of many 
nephew ate trimmed like 
trembling girle. 
Let the Chriſtian wo- 

man bluſh if ſhee force the 
comelineſſe of nature, if 
ſhe make prouiſion for the 
fleſh vnto concupiſcence, in 
which according to the A- 
poſtle, whoſocuer are deli- 
phted; cannot plcaſe God. 
Our widow before was ve» 
ry carefully dreſſed: and 1 
the 
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the day at the glaſſe ſhe ſtu- 
died what might be amiſſe. 
Now the confidently ſaith; 
hut we bebolding the glory 
of our lord with face teuca- 
led, are transformed into 
the ſame image, from glory 
vnto glory, as of our Lords 
ſpirit. Then the maides did 
platte her hayre , and the 


 harmcles head was wrin- 


ged with frizcled tops: but 
now. the vntrimmed head 
knoweththis to ſuffice, that 
it is couered . 

Then did the very loft- 
nes of feathers ſceme hard, 


and ſhe could ſcarce lay in 


2 the 
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the rayſed bedds: now ſhe 
riſeth betimes for to pray, 
and with her ſhr ill voice 
preuenting the others, in 
ſinging al luia, the isthe firſt 
which beginneth to prayſe 
her Lord. She kneeleth v- 
pon the bare ground, and 
with often teares that face 
js purged , Which" before 
was dehiled with painting. 
After prayer, there ate lung 
pfalmes: & the fee ble neck, 
and wearyed knees, & ſlee- 
py eyes, for the earneſt fer- 
uour of the mind, can ſcant 
abtain any reſt. The mour- 
ning gowne 1s leaſt fouled, 
when 


* 
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when the lycth on the 
ground. The courſe pan- 
to ille affoazdeth the price 
of gilt ſhoes vnto the poore: 
the girdle is not beſet with 
gold & pretious ſtones, but 
of M ollen, and molt pure, 


becauſe of the ſimplicity, 


& ſuch as may rather ſtrai- 
ten the garments, then a- 
dorne them. 

If the Scorpion enuy- 
eth ſo good a purpoſe, and 
with flattering ſpeach per- 


[wade againe to eate of the 


forbidden tree; inſteed of 
a ſhoe, let him be etuſhed 
with a curſe; & whileſt be 
| 22 dycth 
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dyeth in his poylon ict him 
haue this anſwere: Go after 
me Satan: which is as much 
to ſay, as Aducrlary; for he 
is the Aduerſary of Chriſt, 
and an Antichriſt, whoſoe- 
ucr is diſpleaſed with the 
preceptsof Chriſt. 

I pray you, what haue 
we done like vnto the Apo- 
ſtles, that they ate ſo offen- 
ded ? They forlake their a- 
ged Father with their ſhip 
and nets the Publican ri- 
ſcth from the cuſtom h ouſe 
& followeth our Sauiour: 
The diſciple which deſired 
to teturne home, and bidd 
his 
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friends farcwell eee 
den by our Maiſters voice. 


The buriall of à Father is - 


not allowed, & it is a kind 
of piety, for our Lord to be 
yoyd of pitty. We, becauſe 
we goc not in ſilkes, are e- 
ee med Monks, becauſe we 
are not drunke4neither o- 
pen out mouthes vnto dil- 
ſolute laughter, we are cal- 
called graucand melancho- 
ly . If our coate be not gore 
geous, we ſtraight heare 
that common Prouerbe: He 
is an hypocrite, and decea- 


uingGrecian. 
Let them vſe euen yet 
SG B & #4 4 = Z more 
— — 1 e _= 
2 8 „ ; Ly . 
„ „ 


e 


"AT 6 gt 9897 


m RE 2 TE 
r ” e 1 oe * 
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morcrude i{cottcs;ana carry 
about with them men ſtut- 
fed with fat paunches, Our 
Blefila will laugh, and not 
dilda ine to hear the reproa- 
ches of croking fropges , 
whereas her Lord & Mai- 
ſter was called Beelxebub. 

Hitherto S. Bierome. 
And there might be heer (ce 
done many of his Epiſtls 
of the {ſame ſubĩect in praiſe 
2nd commendation of the 
Crowne and Merit of Wide 
dowhood, if this litle trea - 
tile were capable therof, or 
that it were our intention 
to make heereof a great vo- 
0 - lume, 
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lumc. And therfore we wil 
content our ſelues at this 
tyme with ſome briefe Ad- 
uertiſementes of his, con- 
cern ing the fame ſubicct. 
C H AP « V . 


Aduertiſementes to VViddowes , 
out of the ſame S. Hicrome 


'ANr are the Inſtru- 
ions & documents, 


haue ſet down for vertuous 
& deuout Widdowes. And 
firſt of all we will produce 
what we find written by 8. 


Hierome aforeſayd in divers 


places of his works, in the 
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briefeſt manner we cau, not 
to oucrweaty the Widdo w- 
Reader 537 5 

As thoſe Widdowes 
(ſayth S. Ricrome) who whe 
they were marryed, did on- 
ly ſtudy to pleaſe their huſ- 
e : ſo let thoſe, ho are 
now freed from carnal mar- 
riage, ſeeke and ſtudy only 
to pleale God, whome they 
. ue choſen for their ſpouſe 
in place of their former huſ- 
bands. 

As Widdowes whileſt 
they were joyned to the 
world, did vſe the vanity of 
the world: lo let them now 

being 
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being ioy ned to god, banith 
from their hartes all vani- 
tycs 
As Widdowes, whi- 


leſt they were marrycd in 


the world, ſtudycd how to 
nouriſh and pamper their 
bodyes., for the bearing of 
children, & ſupporting the 


burden of Marr ĩiage: ſo now. 


let them keep ſobriety, and 
bring their body into ſer- 
uitude,and ſubiect the ſame 


to the ſpirit, chereby co be 


able ro lerue their ſecond 
ſpouſe Chriſt leſus, in their 
ſacred and ſpit ituall Marri- 
age. 


Let 
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274 The VV iddewes glafſs. 
Let a Widdow be ſa 

much the more a louer of 
Chaſtity; by how much all 


her actions, wordes , and 


workes, may ſauour of pu- 
rity. 1617 
Let her neuer be alone, 
as ncere as poſſible, with 
any man, that ſhe need not 
be aſhamed , whenſocuer 
ſhe is leen toconuerie with 
another. 

Let her alwayes a- 
uoyd the copany of yaine, 
idle, and ſenſuall perſons; 
eſpecially of Widdows that 
ſhould be ſogiuen : nor ſo 
much as permit any ſuch to 

come 


come neere vnto her. 


Let her take great heed 


neuer to detract, or mur- 


mure, or ſpeake cuill of au y 


man. Let her alſo auoyd 
thoſe who vie to murmure, 
and permit them not ypon 
any occaſion to ſpeake cuill 
of any perſon in her preſen- 
ce, to the end that thoſe 
who viſit her, may be edi- 
fyed by her ycrtuous com- 
portment. 

She muſt alſo haue a 
great care of her honeſty 
and reputation, of which 
ſhe ought to be al wayes ſo 
icalous, and fearefull, 5 

4 | cr 
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276 The yViddemes glaſſe. 
her ſpeach, her face, and 
all the actions of her body, 
yea her very garments may 
demonſtrate the ſame; to 
the end that no occaſion be 
giuẽ to others, not ſo much 
as to thinke the contrary of 
her. 

Zy how much more 
younge ſhe is; by ſo much 
the more ought ſhe io be 
graue, and venerable in all 
her actions, 
| Let her not take too 
much pleaſure, or delight in 
ſinging, eſpecially of longs; 
but let her recreate her ſelfe 
honeſtly with thoſe of her 

wh owne 


[\ 
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owne houſe and family. 
Let her alwayes haue at 
hand, ſome book of deuoti- 
on; Klet her haue often re- 
courſe vnto prayer, which 
is the readieſt way to driue 
away all vayne and cuill 
thoughts, which the Ene- 

my may put into her mind. 
And for that , the fleſh 
hath continually combat 
with the ſpirit, let her vſe 
abſtinence, and other mor- 
tifications,to ſubdue the 
ſame, according to the coll. 
ſell of her prudent Ghoſtly 

Father. 

As Anger and Choller is 
Aa natu- 
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naturall oftentymes to'a 
man: ſo neuer to be ouer- 
come therwith is moſt pro- 
perto a Chriſtian . Let the 


| widdowtherfore take great 


hecd therof. | 
Letheralwayes haue be. 
fore her eyes the examples 
of Indith, and Anne the Pro- 
pheteſſe, widdo wee, who 
continually night and day 
imployed their tyme in 
prayer, faſting, and vertu- 
ous exerciſes. For which 
God gave to one of them fo 
much grace and valour ,as 
to ouercome and cut off the 
Diuels head, figured in tha f 
| 0 
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of Holoſernes ; — -Povie 
ther, to be the firſt widdow 
who ſhould imbrace, and 
receaue the Saujour of the 
world in her armes; and 
thereby made partaker of 
diuers divine — | 
___ Letherconfider that her 
ſoule, is the daughter of 
God, & ther fore ſhe ought 
not tovieany ſtrang or fan- 
taſtical ornaments to adorn 
her body ; but let all her 
ſtudy and care be to adorne 
ber ſoule, as it becommeth 
the daughter of God , 
She muſt not content 
ber ſelfe to have begon any 
Aaz hive 
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thing well, dut he muſt 
ſtudy how to end it well: 
although S. Paul began to do 
euill, and ended with good; 
and 1244 contrariwile be- 
gan to do Well, but ended i in 
cuill.” 47 4 
To e purpole mould 
there becslours & vernice 
vſed, to paint the face of a 
S ? Such snorna- 
ment of the body becom- 
meth not one, that ſerueth 
Chriſt; but rather one who 
ſcructh Antichriſt . And if 
any looketowardes heauen 
with ſuch a face, Chriſt wil 
lot know them, ſince they 
haue 


 TheVPiddowe? glaſs 28x 
haue changed that ſhape 
which hegaue them 
1 Why do we promiſe 
one thing, and do another? 
And why doth the tongue 
prayſe Chaſtity, & the bo- 
dy exeteiſe Impurity? 

It is a very great ver- 
tue, & worthy to be ſought 
after with great diligence, 
cate, and watchfullnes, to 
vit, to be born in the fleſh, 
& not to liue according to 
the fleſh, 


IfS. Paul feared , ſay- 


ing: I dee not the good that! 
would, and therefore 1 do bring 
my body iuio ſert itul:. Which 
Aaz of 
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282 TheVPiddowes glaſſe . 
of vs is there, who can be 
aſſured in this calc? 

It Daurd and Salmon, the 
familiar friendes of God, 
haue beene ouercome, by 
the temptations. of their 
fleſh: whois he, that will 
not ſeare to fall, walking 
vpon ſo ſlippery an ycc? 

Let a widdow conti- 
nually thinke of doiug ſeri- 
oully the will of God, that 
ſhe may be worthy often to 
heare that ſaying of our Sa- 
niour in the Gholpell : Not 
thoſe who ſay lord, lord. ahall enter 
into the kingdame of heauen, but 

. theſe who ball doe the will of my 
Father 


The'VViddowcs glaſſe. 25 3 
Father which u in he auen. And 
thatalſo which he ſayd in 


another place: h do yeecal 


me Lord and Maifter, and do not 


the thinges I command you to do? 
And againe : He that doth the 
will of my Father, w my brother, 
mj ſiſter, and my Mother « 

- Moreover God ſayth 
by his Prophet: The Senne 
honours the Father. and the ſer- 
uant the Maiſter: But 1 am Jour 
Father, and where is my honour? 
1 am jour Maiſter. and where it 


my ſeruice? Wherby it is ma- 


nifeſt that whoſocuer corh 
not the will of God, nor 
loues him as a Father, nor 
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234 The VViddowes glaſſe. 
ſerues and teares him as a 
Lord and Maiſter, is (as ho- 
Iv Dauid ſayth) for that he is 

a ſinner, & hath done cuil. 
| Labour, that thou 
mayſt be rich: but ſo, as the 
poore may gaine thereby. 
And it wilbe moſt plesſing 
to God, if thou giue what 
thou canſt poſſibly ſpare to 
the poore. 

V Vhenſoeuer a widd. 
ow takes her repaſt, let her 
thinke on the poore, if ſhe 
be of ability at leaſt let her 
giuc What ſhe can, accor- 
ding to her riches, or po- 
uerty. And let her alſo think 

g af 
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at this ty me, that by and 4 
after ſhe muſt fall to her 
prayers, or read ſome good 
ſpirĩtuall leſſon, or exerciſe 
wes ſelte about ſome other 
dcuont and pious worke . 
VVhileſt a Widdow 
hath meanes ,let her make 
ynto her ſelfe friendes by 
Almes; that when the ſame 
is wanting, and all ſpent, 


they may teceaue her into 
the euerlaſting tabernacles. 


Giue vnto all thoſe that 


ſhall demand of you, if you 


be able, and ſpecially : 
thoſe who be good. Cloath 
the naked, fecd the hun- 
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" gry, and viſite the ſicke. 
Every tyme that you 
ſtretch forth your hand, to 
giue to the poote, rememe 
ber that ĩt is leſus Chriſt to 
whome you giue: and be- 
hold, how your ſweet lord, 
and Sauiout beggeth, to lay 
vp riches for you, againſt 
you haue need. 
Thiak often that with- 
in a ſhort tyme, you arc to 
dye, and leaue this world; 
and ſo, you ſhall haue little 
lift to thinke of a ſccond 
worldly marriage. 
Carry your ſelfe ſo, in 
the goucrnetment of your 
houle 
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houſe and family, that all 
may acknowledge you for 
their Miſtreſſe; and alſo re- 
uerence you for your holy | 
and vertuous life. ot 
Fly all ſorts of perſons, 
that haue any ſuſpitiõ of an 
euil name; it is not inough 
to lay, My Conſcience is cleer 1 
care not what others ſay of me: 
but take you away all occa- 
ſion from others of thin- 
kiog ill, wherby God may 
be in any ſort offended. 
Seeke firlt of all the 
kingdomeof heaue purely, 
and all other thinges ne ceſ- 
fary ſhall be giuen vnto you 
aboun- 
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aboundantly, 
A VViddow . to 
flye all inordinate delights 
gf che ſenſe of Taſting :and 
or this cauſe, God would 
not haue bony to be burnt 
in his honor in the church, 
but oyle, which comes trom 
the bitter Oliue- tree, and is 
of an vnpleaſant taſt. 

S Paul did chaſtiſe and 
afflict his body diuerſly, 
that he might not become 
reprobate . And who will 
warrant a young.widdow 
for her Chaſtity, if ſhe con- 
tinually fill her bclly with 
Variety of delicate viands? 


It 
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».. It is notpoſliblez that any 
one now adayes ſhould be 


exempted fro the obliqu: 
of mens tongnes, fide it is 
become, as it were, a kind 
of paſtime among the bad, 
to ſpeake euill of the good: 
but a falſe bruite is foone 
paſt; and this preſent life of 
ours, doth giue vs witneſ- 
ſe of our life paſt, If any ſpe- 
ake ill of thee, amend thy 
fault, and the rumour will 
quickly ceale. 
Nobility , Beauty. yon 
Age and Riches,make wid. 


dowes amĩable vnto cucry 
one; And how many more 
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enemyes they haue to tight 
_ againſt, for the con ſeruati- 

on of their Chaſtity , ſo 
much more great hall be 
their reward and recom- 
pence, if they matully rel 
and ouercome. 

Fly the ann of 
thoſe widdowes, who are 
widdowes not in will, but 
of a kind of ne ceſſityzas alſo 
thoſe who liue in ſuch ſort, 
that they may ſeeme not to 
haue loſt the ir husbands. 

God did not ſend a wid- 
do riches to be idle, ot to 
ſpend the ſame vnthriftile, 
— rather to the end ſhe 

might 


The yyiddomes glaſe. 29x 


might labour the more, eſ- 


pecially with her owne 


bands, and to haue dayly 
ſomthing to giue therof to 


the poor. 


Haue continually before 


your eyes, and in your me- 
mory , this ſentence ; That 
which you would haue to be done 


pnto your ſelues , do you the ſame 


vynto another. 

Do not eaſily beleeue 
euill of another, for this 
Is the property of a light & 
giddy mind,wbich for this 
reaſon is ſeldome in quicer. 
Do not regard thatwhich 
another prayſeth in thee 
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but weigh and ponder the 
ſame well with thy ſelfe, & 
in thy owne conſcience. 

|  Speake little, and not 
without neceſſity , & thou 
ſhalt auoyde a number of 

ſinnes and imperfections. 
E ſteeme nothing more 
amiable, or precious, then 
Humility which is the kee 
per & guardian of all other 
vertues. And know, that. 
ther is nothing which ma- 
kes thee more regarded of 
God and men, then Humi- 
lity, our ſweet Saviour ſay- 
ing: In home bal I repoſe or 
reſt, but in the humble? 
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This Humility muſt not 
be exteriourly faygned,nor 
in wordes only; but truly 
perfect, and in the hart: for 
the Pride, which 1s tur- 
ned into Humility, is ex- 
treme deformed : and the 
vices with are couered ouer 
with the veyle of Vertue, 
ate inſupportable, & odious 
in the ſight of God. 

Do not preferre thy ſelf, 


before another, eyther for 


that thou art Noble, Rich, 
or Fayrc,or for any other 
extcriour ornament of thy 


body: but rather eſteeme 


thy ſelfe the more baſe and 
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abiect, therby to be truly 
greater in the fight of God. 
For we are all borne of the 
lame parents Adam & Euen, 
and all redeemed with the 
ſelte ſame bloud of leſus 
Chriſt, 
Do not regard the con- 
dĩtions of perſons, but their 
affections: for their maners 
and Carriage make them as 
well baſe, as noble. It is true 
liberty, and noblencs in- 
deed, according to God, not 


e ww 


to be a ſlaue to ſinne. Who 
hath byn more famous or 
illuſtrious then S. Peter, who 
waz cuẽ but a poore Fiſher- 
man? 
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man? Who among women 
hath been more noble then 
the B. Virgin, who was ne- 
ucrthelcflc eſpouſed but to 
a poore Carpenter? To this 
Fiſhetman, God notwith- 
ſtanding gaue the keyes of 
Hcauen: and this humble 
Virgin was made worthy 
to be the Mother of God 
bimſelfe, and her ſpouſe 
S. Ieſeph his Foſter - Father, 

H aue ſome conuenient & 
retyred place in thy houſe 
whither thou mailtrepayre 
oft-ntotalke & trait with 
God alone , as well abour 
that which belongeth ta 


thy 
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thy ſelfe, as to thy family. 
Content thy ſelfe to haue 
loſt the firſt degree of Vir- 
ginity; & that by the third, 


thou art come to the ſecõd: 


to wit, that by the endea- 
nour of marriage, thouart 
come to the continency of 
Widdow-hood . 

Many women whilſt 
their huſaands are aline, 
make vo wes of Chaſtity & 


ate continent. And {ball not 


others who are freed from 

their huſbands,and are be- 

come widdowes , much 
fooner performe the ſame? 

* God gaue thee a —_ 
an 


and God hath taken bim 
from thee againe, & therby 
made thee free from the ſer- 
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uitude of men. Do thou 
therfore reder him due tha- 
kes by thy chaſt and vettu- 
ous lining inwiddowhood 
Let the yong widdow, 
who cannot (or rather will 
not) live chaſt, rather take a 

husband, then the diuell. 
Yow know by experience 
how many troubles cares & 
anguiſhes of mynd marrya- 
ge drawes with it: Now 
that you haue vomitedvp al 
the bĩtterneſſe therof, wher- 
fore will you be againe 
caught 
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— * with the ſame The 
byrd, that hath once had 
her foot in the limetwigs, 
wil take heed for comming 
there againe, I crow. 
Make a Vertue of Neceſ- 
lity: and leaue nota thing 
5 for an eee ne 
if you be wiſe. 
Tako heed of the coũ- 
ſells of your Nurſe, and 
others of your houſe and 
family, for that they do al- 
wayes ſet before your eyes 
lomthing that may pleaſe 
yow , and that may turne. 
to their one profit & c0- 
ea © 
If 
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If ia doing well your 
Father,or carnal fricnds be 
| heauy and grieued, your 
Spouſe Chriſt Iclus will 
reioyce: And if your fami- 
ly weepe,the Angells will 
ſinge. 

You do not ſo much be- 
long to thoſe of whom you 
were borne, as te him of 
home yow were regene- 
rat, & borne a new; redce- 
med by his. pretious bloud 
and death. | 


Let the yong Widdow, if 


her ſtomacke be weake, vſe 
a little wyne ; but let her 
take heed of meates that be 
| 1 hoate 
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hoat of nature. 33 

A Heathen women once 
ſaid, He that bad my firſt loue, 
was my huſbaud:and he that bath 
take it away, let bim keep it with 
him ſtill in his graue. If an In- 
fidell did ſo much diſpraiſe 
and diſlike a ſecond mar- 
riage: What ſhall be expe- 
cted that a Chriſtian wid- 
dow ſhould do? 

All theſe ſayings are of 
good old s. Hierome : in ga- 
thering wherof I hauc byn 
the longer, for that I hope 
they wil be pleaſing & cõ- 
fortable to widdows.Now 
let vs ſeealittle what S8. 4u- 


guſtin 


cerning the ſame ſubiect. 


COMA; 


Documents ſor VViddowes, out of 


$ . Auguſtine . 


TT HE widdow that 
hath Children, oughe 


to bring them vp, and in- 
ſtruct them in the feare of 
God. And this muft be her 


principall care . Neither 


ought ſhe ſo much to glory 


that ſhe hath children, as 


that he hath indeed good 
and vertuous children; 


If the reſolue to keep her 


| e | Wide 


The VV1ddowes glaſſe. 301 
guſt ins will ſay vnto vs, con -· 
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dowhood , let her giue 
thankes to good, who hath 
by bis holy inſpiration , 
put this telolutĩon into her 
hart, & let her in all things 
praiſe his holy Name. 
Let her not deſpiſe thoſe 
who haue not the intcniis 
to remayne iddo we: but 
let her know , that it is a 
ſpeciall gift of God; and 
that he giues it to whome 
he pleaicth, and in ciucts 
manners. | 
Let her imploy as 
much tyme to pleaſe and 
ſe: ue God, as ſhe hath done 
to pleaſe and ſetue her huſ- 
band: 
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band: and by bow much 


the more ſhe ſhall pleale 
him, by ſo much more ſhall 
ſhe be happy. 
Let her ſeeke to pleaſe 
God with the beauty ofher 
ſoule, as the hath done be- 
fore to pleaſe the world 
with the beauty of her bo- 
dy: to wit, with her humi- 
lity, chaſtity, wiſcaome 
loue &c. | 
In place of carnall & 
worldly pleaſures, let there 
fuccced fpiricuall, ro wit, 
prayer, reading , good 
thoughtes , good workes, 
frequeting the Sacraments, 
. Ceca Hhope 
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hope of eternall lite, eleua- 
tion of the mind to Cod. & 
continual giuing of thanks 
to bis diuin Ma ieſty. Theſe 
and the like are the true de- 
lights and pleaſurs ofa true 
and vertuous Widdow 
Let her haue a ſpeci- 
all care, that the love of ri- 
ches, and Honours ſucceed 
not in place of the louc of 
her husband. For wany 
haue there beene who haue 
vanquiſhed and oucrcome 
- the laſciuionswantonnes of 
the fleſh, and yet haue been 
themſelues ouercome with 
couetouſnes: and * 
ue 
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ued riches lo muchthe more 
diſordinatly, by how much 


they haue repreſſed the co- 
cupilcence, & deſires of the 
fleſh. 

Let her exerciſe her 
ſelfe in all true vertue, as 
well in her young age as in 
her old; & as much as her 
health and ableneſſe of bo- 
dy will permit. 


When ſhe loues God 


with her whole hart, all 
kind of labour and toyle 
ſcemes ſweet and light, 
And if it ſeeme pleaſant vn. 
to a hũter, to follow a wild 
and ſauage beaſt, with ſo 
Cc3 oreat 
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great labour, toyle, yea and 
danger ot his lite, to take 
him: what ſhould it ſeeme 
vnto a ſoule inflamed with 
loue, to take pay nes for the 
getting of God himſelfe? 
Let not a Widdow, 
though neuer ſo rich, noble, 
fayre, yea and though ſhe 
haue neuer ſo fayre an iſſue 
of children, for this cauſe 
reĩoyce; but accompt her 
{clic as one deſolate in this 
world, not rclying vpon 
any other conſolation, but 
_ Wholy ypon God; eſtee- 
ming her ſelfe but as a pil- 
grime vpon carth, baniſhed 
| into 
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into this warli from her 
heauenly Countrey, & ſub- 
ic to many perils, and mi- 
leryes, a great way diſtant 


from eternall happynes, & 


moſt vncettaine cuer to at- 
taine therunto: And ther- 
fore let her lament with 


King David, & S Paul, ho 


had che like choughes and 
cogitations. 

If ſhe do abound in rĩ- 
ches, yet let her not ſet her 
affection thercon . And a- 
boue all things, let her con- 
temne couctouſnes and a- 
uar ice, the holy Scripture 
lay ing: There is nothing more 
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208 The VViddowes claſſe, 
perniciou then couetouſnes, no- 
thing more wickedthen the 
loue of mone} ; ſince that 
for money the Cauetous 
man will ſcl hiz own ſoule. 
And the Apolile ſayth: That 
couetouſnes is the roote of all eml. 
Our Sauiour alſo in the 
Ghoſpell telleth vs . How 
bard a thing it is for thoſe that be 
rich to enter into the kingdome of 
he auen: And that a Camell, hall 
eter more eaſily through a needle, 
then à rich man into the Kingdom 
oſ heauen. By riches are vn- 
derſtaod all earthly things, 
and goods, diſordinatly af- 
fected, or lought after. 


When 
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When a widdow hath 
done her deuotions, let her 
neuer be idle; let her take in 
her hand either wooll, or 
flaxe, let her card, let her 
ſpinne, let her wind the 
yu that others haue ſpon, 

et her twiſt it, let her ſee 
there be no fault in the 
worke, and if there be any 
let her mend it, & do what 
is neceſſary . Being thus 
continually occupyed, the 
longeſt dayes will ſeem ve- 
ry ſhore & pleaſant ; For the 


ſeule that is idle is ſull of bad de · 


fires, as the holy Scripture 


infinuateth . And nothing 


can 
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can be ſo pretious in the 
fght of God, as to giue to 
the poore the labour of her 
owne handes 
Let a VViddow take 
hced of adorning or atty- 
ring her head with pearles, 
Iewells, or pretious carca- 
nets, nor vie frizeled hayre; 
for theſe be the true ſigus of 
bell- fire: but let bet ſecke 
another ſorte of pretious 
ſtones, and weare them, to 
wit, Humility , Feate of 
Cod, and other vertues; to 
the end, ſhe may buy ther- 
with that ineſtimable 
peatle & margarite, Chriſt 
Ieſus 
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Ieſus the ſpouſe ot the ſoule. 
Finally let a Widdow 
vſe diſcretion, maturity, & 
prudence-in all her actions: 
let her conſider who ſhe is , 
& who he is to whome ſhe 
hath conſectated her Wid- 
dow hood; to the end ſhe 
may obtaine his earthly be- 
nediction for ber ſelfe, and 
her childret in this world, 
& life eternall in the next. 


CHAP. VII. 
Di:ers memorable Examples of 


true V iddomhood. 


E haue ſpoken 
already ot the Fa- 
mous 
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mous and glorious Wide 
dowecsIudith , and Anme the 
Propheteſſe, before the cõ- 
ming of Chriſt. Let vs now 
ſet downe ſome other ex- 
amples. And firſt of all oc- 


illuſtrious Roman Wid - 
dow Paula, of whom S. Hie 
rome writch, That ſo ſoone 
as her husband was dead, 
contemning the pompes & 
pleaſurs of the world, euen 
in the middeſt of ſo great 
wealth and aboundance of 
riches,choſe the ſtateof per. 
petuall Continency in wi- 
do whood . 

Bleſila 
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Bleſilla likewile ceno w- 
ned for her beauty, wealth, 
and honour, her husband 
deſceaſing, & ſhe being left 
a young and noble Lady, 
choſe the holy State of wi- 
dowhood,; by which ſhe 
became renowned to al po- 
ſterity. 

Melania was no leſſe 
prayſe-worthy, x ho when 
her husband being dead, & 
not as vet burycd, ſhe cau- 
ſed the bodyes of two of her 
ſonnes (of very great hope 


and expectation, alittle be- 


tore alſo deſceaſed) to be 
brought vnto kerhusbands 
D d bo dy 
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body, where after extreme 
weeping, fighivg, & drow- 
ninge of her ſelfe almoſt 
In teares, and cuen loathing 
as it were marriage for the 
cares, troubles, & torments 
that it bringes, Without a- 
ny longer del iberation, con. 
ſecrated her ſelfe ynto God, 
by vowing perpetuall Wid- 
dowhood. 

Eufraſia likewiſe a Ro- 
man Lady is not inferiour 
to the abouc named, whoſe 
husdand dying, ſhe being 
in her young & flouriſhing 
age, fayre, noble, rich, con- 
temneda ſccond marriage, 

. her- 
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wherutcs a. as lollicited 


by the Emmpercur himſelfe. 


And ſo dimiſſing her ler- 


vants and retine w, retyted 
ber ſelfe into Thebais, where 
ſhe liued moſt Saintly in 

petpetuall w iddow hood. 
The ſame did Elizabeth 
daughter to the Kiag of 
Hungary, who being depri- 
ued of her Lord and Huſ- 
band. preſently contemned 
the pleaſures of the Court, 
and vanitycs of the world, 
giving her ſelfe wholy to 
the ſeruice of poore, ſicke, & 
needy peopl-; not enduring 
that any man beſides Ieſugs 
D dz Chriſt 3 
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Chriſt , ſliould be called 
her Spouſe, which ſhe truly 
acknowledged in the poor 
The noble and moſt 
worthy example of Conſtan- 
tia daughter to Cõſtantine the 
Great, Emperour, is admi- 
table: ho w hileſt her bus- 
band was yet liuing, deſer- 
ued to receaue the crowne 
and merit of Continency 
For that her Father thi 
Emperour marrying her tc 
Halicarnus Captaine of the 
Roman Army, the firſt per: 
{wadedhim to be a Chriſti 
an, after ward to giue oue! 
the warres, to lay aſide hi: 
purple; 


purple; and finally for the 


. ö 
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loue of leſus Chriſt , to 
vo w perpetuall Chaſtity. 

The ſame did Chunegun- 
dis wife to Hemm the Empe- 
rour, who perſwaded him 
allo to liuc in perpetuall 
Chaſtity, as ſhe had yowed 
to do; whereby they both 
became Saintes of Gods 
Church, renowned ta all 
poſterity . 

Neither muſt we paſle 


 ouecr in filence the moſt 


worthy and noble example 
of Galla daughter to Sinma= 
chu a Conſul of Rome, whole 
husband deceaſing, and ſhe 


D dz left 
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lett a yong and beautifull 
widdow, was ſo aſſayled 
with infirmityes , that het 
body becameful of botches 
and ſoares. She conſulted 
With her Doctours, who 
all agreed, that if (he would 
be cured, (he muſt marry a- 
eainc, Whoſe counſell the 
lo much difliked ; that (he 
ſayd, She would rather en- 
dure the lame all the dayeg 
ot her life, yea death it ſelf, 
then marry againe : which 
purpoſe ſhe truly obſerued 
moſt Saintly in holy Wid= 
dowhood to her dying- 


day. 
_ Ana 
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Amaalſo another Roman 
Lady, and widdow of great 
worth and nobility, yong, 
& fayre, her huſband being 


dead, which he had enioy- 


ed but a (mall while, was 
earneſtly ſollicited by her 
friends to a ſecond marria- 
ge, vhich ſhe vterly reſuſed. 
Being by them demaunded 
the cauſe why, (he (aid. If 
(quoth (he) I would marry 
again, & find a good hubad 
like to my former, I ſhould 


Jine continually in feare to 


looſe him by death: and 
leaſt I ſhould chãce to light 
ypen a bad husband, Iwill 
Dd 4 not 
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not aduenture vpon ſuch 
a diſgrace. An act and pur- 
pole ſurely wiſe, and graue, 


worthy to be conſidered 
attentiuely by widdowes, 
that deſyte to liue out of 
danger. F 
Asnobly and prudently 
did Olimpia of Conſtaatinople, 
dilcipleot S. Ioba Chu pſoſtome. 
and the widdow of Nelidi- 
us Prefect of the Army, a 
man of moſt noble Re- 
nowne, who hauivg byn 


married but twenty mo- 


neths only, was exhorted 
by Theodoſius the Emperour 
to marry againe, ſince ſhe 

Was 


— 
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was both yong, fayre, no- 


ble, rich, learned, and held 
of euer one for a virgin. She 
made this Anſwere . If my 
Lord the Empetour( quoth 
ſhe) would haue me to mar- 
ry againe , why did he ſo 
ſoone deprive me of my 
husband (for he was ſlayne 
in the Emperours Warres ) 
Who was ſo agreable tomy 
nature, and myne to his? 


But becauſe his Highneſſe 


knows me to be vnfit for a 
marryed Eſtate, it ſeemes he 
hath quickly del iuered me 
from that ſeruitude: and 
made me print in my hart 


the 
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the delight of Contineney 
in . 

And let no man meruaile 
that the continency of wid- 
dow hood is fo much recõ- 
mended to Chriſtian wo- 
men, ſeing that among the 
Oentills, ſpecially the old 
Romans, the ſame was ſo gre- 
atly honoured, that when a 


widdow died, her headwas 


adorncd with a Crowne of 
Continency, and to caryed 
in ſolemne triumph to her 
graue. 
The ſaid Romans did 
alſo attribute another ho- 
d our to the Continency of 

d wid- 
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Widdow hood, which was, 
That on the wedding day, 
there were no women ſuf⸗ 
fered to come neere, much 
leſſe to touch the Bride, but 
only ſuch as had beene the 
wiuesof one husband, to 
wit, ſuch as had beene but 
once marryed; cõmanding 
all that had beene twice 
marryed (yea though they 
were Widdo ves) to keep a- 
loofc of, as prophane, im- 
pure, and fortelling of an 
euill fortune to the happy- 
nes of marriage. 

They did moreover ac. 
compt i it a ſigne of great in- 
tempe- 
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temperance in any woman, 
to marry more then once. 
And for thiscauſe one Portia 
a Noble Lady being in cõ- 
pany of other Matrons and 
Dames vpon a tyme; & vn- 
derſtanding that one ofthe 
had beene twice marryed, 
ſayd vnto her: Madame, The 
happy, and cbaſt woman neuer 
marryes but once. A ſaying 
worthy of a moſt prudent 
and wilc Lady, And con- 
forme tothis was that moſt 
laudable fact of Cornelia, 


daughter to Africanu & M ĩ fe 


to Tyberius Gracchus , who 
When her husband was del. 
cealcd 


Dees, Mo SOOT 
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ſcaled, refuſcd a ſecond Mar- 

riage With King Pielemey, 

accampt ing ĩt an act of too 

eat Iatempetance lo to 
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And of no leſſe praiſe & 
commendation was Con- 
tinency in Widdow- hood, 
held amongſt the ancient 
Iewes, in the old Teſtamet 

wherof before we haue ſet 
downe the Examples of la- 
dith & Anne the Propheteſſe, 
and ſo needleſſe to be heere 
againe repeated, . 
Thechaſt Continency 
alſo of that holy and vertu- 
ous Widdow of Sarepta, is 
Ee not 
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not vnknowne, to whome 
Meale & 


neuer wanted 
during the tyme of that 
great famine, till by gods 
commandement it rayned 
againe vpon the dry and 
withered earth, wherbythe 


fame became fo moiſt anc 


fertile, as it filled the Coun. 


treys round about with al 


aboundance. 
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© CHAP. VIII. 

Of the works of Mercy, Deuotion, 
Courage, and Conſtancy of 
widdowes . And of the 

Mantle, and the Ring. 


Monxs sr many, 
this is not the leaſt, 
nor laſt pious Conſiderati- 
on, that in all Countreyes 
of Chriſtendome, the no- 
ble workes and monumets 
of widdowes are yet cxtat. 
Nor ſhall we need at this 
tyme to trauaile out of oui 
owe [land of England, to 
view the fame. 

For it is well knowne, 
Ecz that 
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that ther is ſcarſe any Citty, 
Towne, yea or Borrough 
thoughout all England , 
without ſome monument 
or other, of pious widdow- 
es. 

For hew- many goodly 
Heſpitalls , Almc{-houſes 
Free-{chooles , yea lome 
famousC hurches alſo haue 
you ſcene built, and endo- 
wed with ſufficient rents, 
& reuene ws by widdowes? 
How many Higb-wayes, 
Bridges, Wels, Croſſes, haue 
byn made; and exected by 
pious Widdowes, for the 
increaſe of deuotion in the 


people 
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people, and for the good of 
their owne ſoules? 

What Prayers, I pray 
you, what Mortifications, 
Teperance ee 
inges giuing of almes, ha- 
ue the deuout Widdowes of 
our Countrey in former ty- 
mes ( and now a dayes very 
many alſo, but yet not com- 
parable to the former) exer 
ciſed, for the loue of God; 
taking a true delight therin 
in their moſt Chaſt Wid- 
dow -hood, to ſerue their 
ſpouſe Chriſt Telus, whome 
they had choſen inſteed of 

their deceaſed huſbands? | 
US? . BOS How 


Less 15 be 
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How many of prime 
Nobility haue we had, in 
our Countrey, that haue 


contemned ſecond marria- 


ges? And if we, ſhauld re- 
count all, we ſhould per- 

haps ſurpaſſe the greateſt 
part of Chriſtendome ba- 
ſides, in that kind: ſome en- 
tring into Religion and 
becomming Nunnes, yea 
great Saints alſo; & others 


exerciſing workes of uercy 


at home among the poore, 

to the great comfort ot the 

difticfied, 

And: to begin with 

D bow many Ipray 
* | you 
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your, haue We had in our 
little land, that after the 
death of their Lords, haue 
let aſide all pompe and va- 
nity of the world , viterly 
refuſing a ſecond marriage, 
and haue either voluntari- 
ly but themſelues vp in 
Cloiſters, there to ſpend 
their dayes in prayer and 
contemplation with God; 
or els haue retyred to ſome 
priuate place, continually 
exerciſing themſelues in de. 
uotion and meditation ot 
heavenly thinges. 

Before the Conqueſt our 
Hand was more fertile in 
Ec4 this 
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this k ind, as being neerer to 
their primitiue feruour, & 
that in few ages, the ichach 
byn euer fince, For within 


the compaſſe of 500. yeates, 


there haue byn aboue thir- 


ty Queenes, that our ¶ iſto- 
ries do make mention of, to 


haue made the mſelues ey- 
ther Nuns in Monaſteriĩes as 
is aboue ſaid, or els haue li- 
ned privatly at home, con- 
tinuiyvge in their Chaſte 
dg whood to their dy- 

1 
"> of Of the bloud Royall, 
and other Noble familyes, 
the number is far greater; 
neyther 
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neyther will it be to our 
——— in this place to re- 
count them all. Only this I 
note, that the greateſt part 
ofthe forſaid Qucens (be- 
ſides others of noble fami- 
lies) were many ages ago 
accoũted Saints, & for ſuch 
acknowledged throughout 
Chriſtendome; and many 
Churches, Altars; and Mo- 
numents of lanctit y erected 
in their honour, and their 
very Names famous to all 
Poſterity. For to omit S. He- 
len the Empreſſe, a Britt iſh 
Widdow , and Mother to 
Conflantine the great the fir ſt 

Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Emperour , we 
haue S.Ermemld & S. Ermen- 
burge Queenes of Mercia, or 
middle Engliſhme; S. Agiue 
mother, and S. V ilfriae wite 
to king Edgar the firſt Mo- 
narch of England; S. Edil= 
burge, & S. Etbel ide Queenes 
of the pVeRſaxons; 8. Eadgith, 
S. Ethelburge, S. Chineburge, 8. 
E alſlede, S. Audry Queenes of 
Northumberland; S. Oſith Quee- 
ne of the Eaſtſaxant; S. Sexburg 
Queen of Kent; S. Here ſwide 
Q. of the Eaftangles C. 484. 
tba, widdow of Prince Ed- 
wardſurnamed the Outlaw, 
8. Wer Queene of Scol- 

land 


The VViddowes plaſſe. 2 5 
land , Maude the Tal 
&cc. 

All theſe, and very many 
others, were moſt eniment 
in piety & deuotion, both 
in their widdowhooqd, and 
continẽcy: yea ſome of thẽ 
yowed chaſtity their Lords 
and Husbands yet 8 
as S. Edilbyrge Queen of the 
yeſtſaxom, & S. Audi) Queen 
of Nortbunberland; at whoſe 
bodyes and reliques it bath 
pleaſed God to ſhew won- 
derous ſignes, and worke 
many Miracles to teſtify the 
ſame; wherby they haue 
byn euer ſince, and ſtill are 
honoured 
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1995 for Saints hw 


roughout the world. 

It was an ancient cuſto- 
me in our Iland (and the 
ſame continucth in ſome 
parts of Germany vntill this 
day) that in tyme of warre, 
plagues, famyne, or of any 
publicke necellity , there 
were in many Citties and 


Townes a certaine number 


of widdowes ordayned to 
watch & praycontiuually, 
night and day, in the 
Churches, by their turnes 
or courſes , oneor more to- 
geather: becauſe itwas held, 
that their prayers were of 
more 


ke eee Hs. 337 
more efficacy, and Cn 2 
with Almighty God, to aſ- 
(wage his n then the 
prayers of other common 
people, as perſons dedicated 
wholy to his ſeruice, by the 
b of Continency, 
in their Chaſte, and Holy 
widdowhood. 

Neyther is the true Va- 
lour and Conſtancy of de- 
udut Widdowes, in our 
Countrey, leſſe to be pra ĩſcd 
and admired; ſince in that 
kind alſo we haue gone be- 
yond many other Nations, 
eſpecialy in theſe later days, 
when as their noble and 
Ft hcroicall 


Ol 


WM _w The VViddowes n 

beriocall Examples Nerd 
haue made them famous to 

8 poſterity; ; whether we reſ- 


fa 


ES ag; 
a” 
- 


pect their courage & con- 
ſtẽey in ſuffering both loſſe 
of goods & impriſonment 
for their faith and religion, 


as glorieus Confeſſours;or 


cls the ſheeding of their 


'bloud in teſtimony of the 


lame, as triũphant Martyrs. 
For vpon ſome of theſe 


widdowes hath God beſto- 


wed an inuincible coura- 
ge and fortitude , ioyned 


With an admirahle pelle 


in ſuffering for the Catho- 
like Cauſe, not only im- 
prifonment 


The PViddowes elſe. 229. ” 
E 8 Do 
u 


it loſſe alſo of goodes and 


fortunes , to their wholy 
yndoiag in their tempotall 


eſtates in this world, that 
they might receaue a more 
plentifull reward and me- 


Tit in the world to come. 


And what Catholike in 
England is there, that can- 
not witneſſe the ſame ſuſ- 
ficiently? 

Vpon others. bath ſweet 
leds , of his infinite loue, 
and ſuperabundant Cha- 
rity beſtowed a more high 
— lupereminent gift, not 


pal y in ſuffering, as is afor. 
F fz laid 


r 


* 


= 
3 
=o” Phy 


| 

} 

- © 
A. 

2 1 
a it 
a #* 
q: 

O |! 
18 
"bi 

1 

1 
| 
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laid, loſſe ofgoeds & liberty 
in this life; but alſo to ſcale 
the ſame with their deareſt 
blond, for his Names ſake; 
Honour, Faith, and Reli> 
gion. And this not vpon 
the meaneſt ſort, but euen 
vpon ſome of the Bloud 
Royelloſ England; as is well 
knownein the Lady Marga- 
ret Plãtagenet wid dow, coũ- 
teſſe of Salisbur, and daugh- 
ter to the Duke of Clarẽce, in 
time of K. Henry the 8. & in 
the Soucraign Lady Q. Ma- 


mother to out Soueraigne 
that now raigneth; ypon. 
the 


the deuout widdowes allo 
M5. Marg. Clitherow at Torke, 
Ms. Anne Lyne at London, & o- 
thers,in the late raigne of 
Q. Elizabeth : All giuing 

their liues for the conſtant 
profeſſion & defence of the 
Catholike Faith, & therby 


made worthy ofacrownof. 


a Martyrdom, in their holy 
widdowh ood . * 


Of the Mantle, & > the Ring. 


T was allo an ancient 

L cultome in England, 
(which I hane not read to 
haue byn pract iſed in other 
Coutreycs) for widdowes 
Ft; to 
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to weare a proper, and pe- 
culiar vpper garmet,calleda 
Mantle, by which they were 


know ne, and diſtinguiſhed 


trom other people. 

This Mantle was a log , 
looſe Garment, which co- 
uered them all ouer, & did 
touch the ground, made of 
blacke cloath ordinarily, 
though others, who were 
more noble, vſed them of 
Nuff, yetal ways black;figni. 


_ tying therby that they wer 


beaccounted as dead to the 
world, & to ſpẽd the reſt of 
their days in wourning for 
their own fins, & the ** 
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of others, tor whoof their 
Charity they did pray . 

It ſeemes that this elde 
me was in vſe in our Iland 
long before the Conqueſt, 
aboue 900. yeates ago. And 
the firſt that I read of, to 
haue brought in the fache : 
was 8. Theodore Archb. of 
Canterbury, {ent into Englad 
by Pope Vitalian, about the 
yeare 660. And alittle after 
him againe, by S. Adelmu: Bi- 
ſhop of Sherborne amoglt the 
FVeſiſaxons, who lined in the 
zearcof Chriſt og. of who 
it is recorded, that he gaue 
hallowed Mantlesto diuers, 
Ff4 both 
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both Virgins & Widdowes 
Who had yowed Virgini. 
ty & Continency: after the 
taking wherof, it was not 
lawfull for then to marry, 


vader payne of grieuous 
ſinne. 


After wards, the ſame be- 
came more frequent, & Was 
ordinarily vſed throughout 


Euglad, euen entil this laſt 


age of Schiſme & Herely itt 
the ſame. At the receiuing 
wherof, were vſed divers 
pious and godly Cerimo- 
nyes : to wit , that ſuch 


 Widdowes, as had ſor acer- 


taine number of ycates, li- 
| ped 


ed in ern, & wid- 


& well proved themſelues 
therein, receaued from the 
Biſhop, a hallowed Mantle, 
knceliog before thehigh al- 
tar, in the Church, in tyme 
of lolesine Maſſe; zas alſo a 
Ring of Gold, of Siluer, 
made plaine and round, like 
to a wedding-Ring, which 
Was alſo hallowed . And 
this Mantle was put about 
their neckes , by the Biſhop 
himſelf, he pronouncing in 


the meane while, a ſhort 


prayers as alſo the ring vpõ 
the 
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owhood (after the death 
of their firſt husbãds only) 
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their fourth finger, with @ 


prayer likwiſe pronoũced 


by the Biſhop, After which, 
receauing the Biſhops bleſ- 
ling, was ſonge Te Deum lau- 
damus, in thanksgiuing + & 
the widdow thus adorned 
(with a veyle alſo oucr her 
head) was led home to her 
houſe byt wo graue matrong 
and after ward held and re- 
puted for a lacted perſon, al 
the dayes of her life. | 

Nor after this, was it 
la w full for her euer to mar- 
ry. or to fall from this her 
pious purpolc , without a 
moſt grievous (yn, & other 
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Eccleaſiſticall punithinents _ 
ordayned for the ſame, ha- 
uing once receau d chat bal. 
lowed Robe, & Ring; as 4 
pledge ot her faith made to 
her Celeſt iall ſpouſe Chr iſt 
leſus, by fo publike and 
ſolemne a Cerimony of hi; 


Church 


And we read,that about 
the tymeof K. Henry the 
firſt, a widdow was ſeuerly 
puniſhed by the Biſhop, for 
marrying.,sftcrſhe had rece- 
a ued the Matle & the Ring 
in the manner aboue ſayd. 
Wherby it ſecmeth, that the 
cuſtome was to make ſome 

vow 


eauivg therof ;and ther- 
became ſubic& to Ec- 
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jentallo,if he trangreſſed, 
| facrilegiouſly violated 


ess ius, 
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